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“Education would fail ignominiously in its
objective, if it manufactures only a robot and
catied him an economic man stressing the
adjective economic and forgetting the
substantive man. 4 university cannot aﬁnrd
to ignore the cultural aspects of education,
whatever studies it specializes in. Science is a
means, not an end, Whereas culture is an end
in itself. Even though you may ultimately

become a scientist, a doctor, or an engineer, -

you must while in college, absorb fundamental
values which will make you a man of culture.
An engineer has not merely to build bridges;
he has to be a devoted husband, a Kind father,
a friendly neighbour, a dutiful citizen, and a
man true to himself. He will have trials and
tribulations; his heart will fail him at times;
he will then need the strength which true

culture alone can give.”

- Kulpati Dr. K. M. Munshi.
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THE STUDENTS’ COUNCIL REPORT

The initial euphoria of having been elected to the students’ council on 27th Septem
1999, died down rapidly as we grasped the enormous responsibilities that lay ahead of us,

The year’s aciivities began on a brisk note with ‘Freshies Welcome® nrganiseﬂ“ by
previous year’s committee. It acted asa platform for FE students to display their talents. Bo
of friendship were also strengthened as “Ribbon Day” was also held on the same day.

The first event on our agenda was TECHNO-BREAK 99. This intra-collegiate cult
event held on October 9th & 10th saw fierce competition among all classes with T. E. E
finally emerging at the top while B. E. 'lectrical was a close second. It would have b
impossible to conduct the event but for Prof. Bambole's unstinted support. This was b
dress rehearsal for the coolest, wackiest & freakiest event of the year Space 2000. But m
about SPACE later |

Annual day was held on 28th January 2000. The inspiring speech of Shri Ajit Inam
(Vice President- Finance Videocon) was appreciated by the staffand students. It was an occas
to honour students with brilliant academic records. The day ended with a rib -tickl
performance by Shri Shirish Kanekar who is a professional comedian of international fa

‘Bhavaspandan’ organised by Marathi Sahitya Kala Mandal was a runaway hit. The ex
was held under the able guidance of Prof. Pendse.

The fine blend of colours and feelings soothed many hearts on the occasion of R

Day. The proceeds of Rose Day were donated to St. Cathenncs orphanage. Hats off to all
SE's who pulled off such a splendid show.

Literary activities and debates were organised throughout the year (every Friday) by
motley crew. These activities would never have taken place without Prof. Shyamlee Solarn

assistance. Seminars on various technical topics were arranged for the benefit of
students.

SPCE’s pre-eminent position on the cultural front is well recognised by the invitati
received from various college festivals such as Malhar, Kaleidoscope, Mood Indigo, Symph

Pratibimb, zeal. At Symphony 2000 as well as Zeal 2000, SPCE was placed 2nd in the ove
position.

On the sports front SPCE was not far behind. The box-cricket tournament was a ter
success. The girl’s badminton team won the inter-college tournament while the table-ter
team has cggated waves in the recently organised inter-collegiate tournament by stanc
second. The cricket team made it to the quarter finals of inter-engineering tournament
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Extravaganza. SPACE assumes a special significance for all SPC'ites. Invitations were sent to

over 250 colleges and the crowds that thronged the college premises on 25th, 26th, & 27th
was unbelievable,

While literary, oratory, fine arts, performing arts, musical and technical events continued
unabated, nouveau special attractions such as Cyberciti and Space Rock Cafe and majority
matters were smashing hits. Not to mention non-stop masti at the Carnival village and
Informals, the Visual Impact and Fashion Show. Several college students clamoured for the
passes which was an indication of the growing popularity of this awesome function.

Volunteers - Security - organisers-event co-ordinators, space management deserve much
more appreciation than words can convey. To have managed the events without Utpal would
have been impossible while Siddharth was instrumental in planning and co-ordination. The
overall management of Space was supervised by the flamboyant Ninan Koshi.

Rishi did a terrific job in sponsorship along with Abhishek, Ankur and Harkaran. While
the publicity compaign was co-ordinated by Mahendra and Ashish, Ravikant and Paras were
fine administrations. Daivak, Vikram and Vivek handled college interaction with ease while
Nakul, Nilesh and Paresh looked after logistics. Hitesh contributed to printing while Bhairavi
and Leena handled reception, Mayuresh and Taher supervised volunteers diligently. Rahul
and Amit helped us face many challenges. Sandeep and Sumeet took charge of the quadrangle
while Jaideep, Vikram took charge of refreshments. Arpit, Vishal, Aniket and Avinash managed
the special attractions while the Space website was designed by Zaid and Trishul. Himanshu
and Parag handled decorations. Dinkar, Zubin, Kaustubh and Adwait were responsible for
bringing Saroj Khan, Micky Mehta, Ahmed Khan, Jaspinder Narula, Shaan, Sukhdev and
many other celebrities to Space while Girish Rao efficiently exercised his duties as treasurer.

This year had initially ransformed a group of strangers into a team that enthusiastically
worked for extracurricular activities in SPCE but soon this team became one large cohesive
family and just as all siblings in any family look up to their parents we looked up to
Prof. Chavan. We hope that your guiding hand will steer many more Student Councils in the
right direction.

The pleasure of having conducted a plethora of events exists undoubtedly but it is easily
surpassed by the pleasure of having cemented bonds with numerous persons who had come
together to make this year a wonderful one.

Pranil Naik Karthik Ranganathan
(General Secretary) (Magazine Secretary)
Devang Dedhia Nilesh Rane
(Cultural Secretary) (Sports Secretary)
S e
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THE ANNUAL REPORT

It is my pleasure to welcome Shri. Ajit Inamdar. He is presently occupying tl
of Vice-President (Finance) in Videocon International Limited, a one billion
[ndian consumer company. A graduate in Finance and Business Management :
associate member of ICWA of India, he has achieved great expertise in the f
accounts and management. He has an experience of 23 years in reputed com
like Philips India Limited, E-Merck India Limited, Ciba-Geigy India Limited an
Brown Boweri Limited. Being rewarded with corporate elevations for his skill
presently heading the financial and 1. S. function of the Videocon group and S
the implementation of ERP (SAP), LAN and Wide networking. He is a faculty m
of many institutions including University of Marathwada and Bombay Insti
Management teaching subjects like Finance, Leadership, Communication et
also a social activist associated with organisations like Rotary Club, Giants group
active participant in Social Service Programmes.

I will now present a brief background/history of the college.

® The college was started in 1962 with courses in Civil, Electrical and Mechanic:
with an intake capacity of 60.

@ Subsequently, part time degree courses in Civil, Electrical and Mech. Engg. were
in 1985. These courses were for Diploma holders with an intake capacity of 60

supporting basis.

@ Unaided coursesin Computers and Electronics were started in 1994 with an intake
of 60.

@ 1am happy to inform that we have started a degree course in Information Tec
with an intake of 40 since 1998-99. Ours is the first college in Maharashtra to :
course. I am happy to inform that the AICTE has increased the intake for th
from 40 to 60 from current academic year i.e. 1999-2000.

@ The college also conducts three year Part-Time Post-Graduate courses in Civil Eng
with Structural Engineering, Geotechnical Engineering and Construction Man:

subjects. Department of Mechanical Engineering has started a three year Part T
Graduate Course of M. E. (Mechanical) with Machine Design subjects.
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR STUDENTS:

The results of University examinations held in May/June 1999 in various branches have

been fairly good. The results of final year were as follows:

Academic achievements of our final year students have been excellent. The rank positions
of our students in Electrical, Mechanical, Civil, Electronics and Computer Engineering at the

Examination

B.E. (Civil)

B. E. (Mechanical)

B. E. (Electrical)
B. E. (Electronics)
B. E. (Computer)

University level are as follows:

EJ'I.

Electrical Engineering:

Kum. Hedalkar Anjali G.
Mechanical Engineering

a) Shri. Johnson Samuel

b) Shri. Deshpande Sushilendra A.

a) Kum. Sawant Aarti A.

b) Shri. Prabhugaonkar Vinit V,
c) Shri. Ranganathan B.

Electronics Engineering
Shri Surti Asif 5.
Computer Engineering

a) Chari Rahul V.
b) Shenoy Rajeshwar M.

(7)

% of Passing
86.36
92.06
78.87
05.23
100.00

3rd in University

1st in University
3rd in University

1st in University
2nd in University

3rd in University

8th in University

3rd in University
4th in University
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Details of papers published by staff-members during the year 1999-2000,

MName ot . Dat % '
stafbmamiar Title of Paper ate Venue /Publication
: 4" Mal htra - Goa State IST]
Prof G.T.Thampi| Global Classroom and | 95.94 Ccm:e:]i:::-s 1 dﬂa ik
: : n an Nationa
& Dr.PV.Nam Web Enabled Education Novernber 1999 Conference, BNCE, Pusad.
Prof.P.Shrivastaval A discussim! on urban May 1999 * Urban Mobility * - professiona
DI .I'OHIII'IIE . and magazine pub.by Urban Mobilit
scheduling techniques Network group, Netherlands.

" Modeling  for co-|8.1] 6" International Conference for
ordinated  bus-train September, computers for urban planning and
network 1999 urban management, at Venice, [taly.

g An  Approach  for| October Conference on Modeling and
Integrated Public | 12-16, 1999 Management in Transportation,
Transport System Poland.

" Modeling for Co- 8-12 International Conference on civil
ordinated Bus-route November, and environmental engineering at
network for Sub-urban 19494 Asian Institute of Technology
railway corridors. Bangkok, Thailand.

& Modeling for Integrated | December, IV Gonference of the Hong Kﬂﬂg“
Bus-train network for| 1999 society for Transpiration Studies on
Mumbai Transportation Science and

Technology.
Prof.R.M.Joshi Corrosion Prevention in Novernber;1999 | National Conference of Indian
Sirtictire. Society for Structural Engineers
(Mumbai)

: Maintenance & December, 6% International Conference on

Management 1999 Inspection, Appraisal, Repairs and

Maintenance of buildings and
structures at Swinburne University,
Melbourne,

response of structure

M.MMurudi  |Base—excited Induced May 30June | 17% Ganadian congress of Applied

response control using| 3 1999 Mechanics held at Manitoba
Tuned liquid damper Univemity. Canada.

E Tuned liquid Damper for | 24-26 3" International Gonference on
controlling vibrations of | November.1999 Shock and Impact load on
Cantilever structures structures ,Singapore

. Tuned Liquid Damper November 4" International Conference on
for controlling Seismic 27-30, 1999

Vibration problems at Jadavpur
University, Calcutta.
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Details of Seminars, Conferences, workshops :

@ Department of Civil Engineering organized an “All India seminar on Upgradation of
Effluent Treatment Plants” on April 3, 1999, Dr. M. M: Kulkarni was the co-ordinator.

@® Department of Mechanical Engineering organised a training program in the areas of

computer aided design processes and Finite Element methods using software packages.

® Department of Structural Engineering conducted a seminar on Technical presentation
of Civil Engineering software (STRUD) Structural Design System.

@ Department of Mechanical Engineering organised one day seminar “Emerging trends
in Dimensional Metrology of statistical process control”. Prof. A. V. Bhonsale was the
co-ordiantor.

Details of the achievement of Higher Qualification by faculty :

@ Dr. M. M. Kulkarni from Civil Engg. Deptt. was awarded Ph. D. at the convocation held
on August 5, 1999 at IIT Bombay.

® Dr P. H. Sawant from Civil Engg. Deptt. was awarded Ph. D. at the convocation held on
October 1999 at Indian Institute of Science, Banglore.

® Prof. D. N. Jadhav from Mechanical Engg. Deptt, successfully completed his M. Tech.
from IIT Chennau.

® Prof. Mrs. Sangeeta Gadve from Civil Engg. Deptt. successfully completed her M. E.

® Prof R. A Hegde from Civil Engg. Deptt. was sponsored for Ph. D. programme to IIT
Bombay under Quality Improvement Programme.

Projects:

Memorandum of Understanding is signed for a World Bank aided project on
“Development of Expert System fo waste minimisation in some major water polluting
industries” with Dr. M. M. Kulkarni as the principal coordinator.

FIRST YEAR ENGINEERING ADMISSIONS :

The Government of Maharashtra entrusted the work of F. E. Admission to our College
for Round 3 and Outside Maharashtra State (OMS) candidates for all Government Aided
and Unaided Engineering Colleges in the State of Maharashtra. Dr. P. V. Natu was the
co-ordinator and Prof, M. M. Shah was the co-coordinator. The whole admission procedure
was computerized and on line admissions were made at the rate of 1 candidate per minute.
All the teaching and non-teaching staff members worked very hard and the work was
appreciated by many parents and students.

The New courses are :

M. E. (Thermal Engg.) Full time.

M. E. (Geotechnical Engg.) Full time. Dr. R. 8. Mate
Principal
S/'P.C.E.
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TECHNOBREAK REPORT

Technobreak is something very special to all SPC'ites. That is because the concep
unique to SPCE. A fest where 22 classes compete against each other in 40 events really bui
class spirit and brings out the talent in every individual. No other Engineering college in |

city has its own interclass festival on such a scale. Why, most colleges don't even have th
Intercollegiate festivals of this scale.

When we started out with the work we had just 12 days to go. Work Jump started a
from a stage of discussion and planning we suddenly found ourselves in action, The key
the success of any big venture is the effective distribution of responsibilities. The structure
Techno was made keeping this in mind, The greatest responsibilities were put on t
Coordinators for every category of events. We had the most capable people holding the

posts. The lenghty meetings in which small details of all kinds were discussed not just shap:
the festival but also our attitudes.

The Literary events were credited with the best record for abiding schedules. Thanks
the Iron Handed command of Karthik Kesavan with the other two Coordinators Purnin
Srinivasan and Siddhesh Kajrekar. It was a treat to see every detail work out as planned. Tl
Oratory events are always interesting and great fun to watch. The oratorical qualities prese:
in the College ensure that participation as well as organisation comes naturally. It was all py
together in real short time by Sumant Kawale and Deepak Iyer. Fine Arts finds surprising
high quality of inputs and the SPCE Fine Arts events are known for their demanding natur
The regular and some highly innovative events made it challenging and fun both to take pa

and to organise. But the job was done and done well by our Finearts coordinators Roli Gupt;
Gauri Deshpande and Priya Francis. '

Musicals are a highly competitive category of events that find so much participation tha
some events have several rounds of elimination before the finals can be held. The care o
numerous details of organisation, logistics, registration and the conduction is not an eas
task. But the Musicals team of Sushant Yaday, Gauray Deshpande and Arati Mozarkar wer
like a well oiled machine that moved smoothly and efficiently through all the details, Whet
we think of technical events, the "man who was everywhere", Vishal Patil comes immediatel

to mind! with Akash Kava and Ameya Desai, the trio managed not just their own events bul
also a lot of other auxilliary things.

Arguably the most entertaining of all events, the performing arts events need a lot of




background work and almost as much front end work as the Special Events. But the three
Coordinators Himanshu Doshi, Karthik Mani and Saurabh Dighe took up the challenge gladly
and made it happen. The greatest crowd pullers and the events with the most points are the
special Events. Working under heavy pressure, all the details were taken care of by Ankita
Diwekar and Zubin Sukeshwala, our Special Events Coordinators.

This time the concept of 'Certificates on the spot’ was introduced. The certificates for
an event were handed over to the participants on the spot when the results are announced.
It gave the events a professional touch. Holding it together and driving the management of
so many events in such short time was our Chief Events Coordinator - Prakash Holalkere. His

was a tough job against most stringent time constraints.

Technobreak decorations although not great in size are still difficult to manage and
that is due to the shortage of both time and money. But the backdrops and the banners were
done almost overnight by the two teams headed by Parag Dhawade and Sachin Borle. The

scale of Techno is even more imprcssivc when we consider the extreme cash crunch that the

fest is managed in. The logistics team did an amazing jugglery of equipment such that the
fest seemed rich even though it was not and every event still had what itneeded.

The organisers and others working with the Coordinators and Management earned
valuable experience about the details of howa fest is organised. They learnt that taking part
is not the only way to enjoy a fest. During Techno and just before it, the traditional scoreboard
was up in the Semi-Circle. Every class was driven to perform better than others looking at it.
It created a charged atmosphere that has to be experienced to be enjoyed, There were many
experiences during Techno and many more later, but like the fest itself, the ones in Techno,
will be Uniquel!

TECHNOBREAK'99 COMMITTEE

- An engineer, a physicist, and a mathematician are shown a pasture with a herd of
sheep, and told to put them inside the smallest possible amount of fence. The engineer is
first. He herds the sheep into a circle and then puts the fence around them, declaring, “A
circle will use the least fence for a given area, so this is the best solution.” The physicist is next.
She creates a circular fence of infinite radius around the sheep, and then draws the fence
tight around the herd, declaring, “This will give the smallest circular fence around the herd.”
The mathematician is last. After giving the problem a little thought, he puts a small fence
around himself and then declares, “I define myself to be on the outside and the sheep to be
on the inside!”
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SPACE COMMITTEE REPORT

COOLER WACKIER FREAKIER - That was what SPACE 2000 was all about. It was a culminati
of weeks of hard work and excitement. SPACE 98 and SPACE 99 had, in their own way set ne
standards for SPACE, making it one of the prime intercollegiate festivals of Mumbai. It was :

exciting but tough challenge to put up a fest that would have its distinct identity among the (c
college festivals of the city.

The preparation began in October'99 when the framework of SPACE 2000 was prepare
We had a dream. A dream of a mega show that would be grand yet informal. An important ste
towards making our long-cherished ideas reality was to get big sponsors. An attractive sponsorsh
package was prepared and multiple copies were immediately sent to various companies. The od
semester examinations finally ended on the 27th of December and the sponsorship drive w:
further intensified. An SE sponsorship team was formed and their enthusiasm and cagerness |
learn resulted in a major chunk of sponsorship, Simultaneously the interactive committee did

fantastic job updating the contingent leaders of various colleges about the fest even before th
official brochure could reach them.

For such a grand event, the college had to be given a a fresh new look. The decoration tear
with an efficient, motivated and 1alented workforce both from the SE and FE added glitz to th
SPCE premises. There were various teams working simultaneously on decorations at the ever
venues, special attractions, special events and the central reception. With timely assistance fron
the logistics team, the decoration teams did a swift job, The judges team had the task of callin
judges that had excelled in their respective fields and would be suitable to judge a particuls
category of events. The result, we had Mickey Mehta, Ahmed Khan, and Saroj Khan judging th
Visual Impact' and the likes of Shaan, Sukhdev and Jaspinder Narula for the musicals.

We wanted to make SPACE 2000 live up to its theme, a fest that would be enjoyed by peopl
of all tastes, The contents of the fest were therefore the key consideration. Keeping this in minc
we formed the Special Attractions. The Carnival Village, with pool tables, darts, fun games, an
more was an instant hit. For the first time, we had the 'Space Rock Cafe’ and the 'Cyberciti' (Gamin,
Zone). The special attraction event 'Majority Matters metwith a tremendous response every morning
There were 43 quality events during the day which were held on schedule apart from the nigh
attractions Visual Impact and Fashion Show. The prizes were truly huge! At prizes worth Rs. 3.
lakhs, SPACE 2000 had the highest for any college fest. The prizes included GD systems, two-in
ones, Personal stereos, quality T-shirts, and more. The certificates and prizes were given on the
spot to the winners at the end of the event. The winners' and qualifiers’ names were sent by thy
Coordinators to the Admin immediately for display as well as to update the points tally of the
respective. colleges. The college standings were frequently projected on a screen above the centra
reception to promote healthy competition. After 3 days of frenzy, SPACE 2000 concluded with :

calm and enjoyable 'Musical Integrity' concert by Shri Ulhas Bapat, Shri Rakesh Chaurasia anc
their troupe and was well attended by the students.

The able guidance and help rendered by Prof A.S. Chavan and Prof A. Bambole was immensely
helpful for the success of SPACE 2000. The dedicated efforts of the entire 450 member SPACE
Crew: the enthusiastic volunteers, the vigilant security, the efficient reception, the meticulou:
organisers and Coordinators, the hard working management, and the inspiration, support and
cooperation from CORE committee members motivated all and made SPACE 2000 a memorable

experience. We thank all juniors for their support throughout the preparations of this mega event
and wish them all the best for the future.

CORE COMMITTEE
(SPACE 2000)




President

GYMKHANA COMMITTEE
FOR THE YEAR 1999-2000

Vice President

General Secretary

Cultural Secretary

Magazine Secretary

Sports Secretary

Ladies Representatives

Dr. R. S. Mate (Principal)
Shri A. S. Chavan

Shri Pranil Naik

Shri Devang Dedhia

Shri Karthik Ranganathan
Shri Nilesh Rane

Kum. Bhairavi Dhakyas
Kum. Leena Wagle

CLASS

CLASS
REPRESENTATIVE

CLASS
REPRESENTATIVE

F. E. [Civil]
S. E. [Civil]
T. E. [Civil]
B.E. [Civil]
F. E. [Mech]
S. E. [Mech]
T. E. [Mech]
B. E. [Mech]
F. E. [Elect]
S.E. [Elect]
T. E. [Elect]
B.E. [Elect]

Smita Kutty

Ganesh Subramanian
Devang Dedhia
Manoj Dubey

Rajeev Shah

Neeraj Sonalkar
Pranil Naik

Hussainy Shaikh

Venkatramana 5.

Vishwanath Ramaswamy Jenie Joseph

Joseph Noronha

—

Gaurav Srivastava
Vishal Kakkad
Paras Maisheri
Nagesh Parkar
Vijay Khamkar
Chinar Aphale
Nakul Phadnis
Amit Kolambekar

Sriram Iyer

Siddharth Nashiney
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GYMKHANA COMMITTEE
FOR THE YEAR 1999-2000

LIST OF ELECTED CANDIDATES :-

CLASS CLASS CLASS
REPRESENTATIVE REPRESENTATIVE

F. E. [Comp] Sushant Tamhankar Premal Parikh

S. E. [Comp] Subir Parulekar Parna Mazumdar

T.E. [Comp] Nilesh Rane Nimish Shah

B.E. [Comp] Arun Bhandari Sushant Lotlikar

F E. [ELTX] Ryan Mascarenhas Bawa Aliasghar

S. E. [ELTX] Rajesh Acharya Kritika Bala

T.E. [ELTX] Karthik Raganathan Joseph Ferrao

B. E. [ELTX] Niyati Desai Vithal Kamat

F. E. [Info. Tech)] Nirav Shah Pratikj agdishwalla

S. E. [Info. Tech] Mrinal Vala Ashish Patel

MAGAZINE COMMITTEE :-

Shri Karthik Ranganathan

Shri Siddharth Nashiney

Shri Pranil Naik

Shri Sachin Borle

Magazine Secretary

Co-editor English & Editor Hindi Section

Editor-Marathi Section

Illustrations




PRIZE WINNERS LIST

| The following are the prizes awarded to the students of this college for the year 1998-99
KULPATT’'S GOLD MEDAL

1.  Miss Sawant Aarti Ashok
(1st in University)

2.  Shri Johnson Samuel
(1st in University)

¥

3.  Miss Hedalkar Anjali G.
N (3rd in University)
W

4.  Shri Surti Asif Soyebali
| (8th in University)

B 5 Shit Char Rabul V:
H (3rd in University)

1.  Shri Prabhugaonkar Vinit V.
(2nd in University)

(3rd in University)

3.  Shr Pavankumar Murali

2. Shri Deshpande Sushilendra A.
4. Shri Krishnakumar Narayanaswami

5.  Shri Shenoy Rajeshwar M.
(4th in University)

For securing First Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinction in B. E. (Civil)examination held in
May 1999.

For securing First Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinction in B. E. (Mech.)examination held in
May 1999,

For securing First Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinction in B. E, (Elect.)examination held in
May 1999,

For securing First Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinction in B. E. (Electronics)examination held
in May 1999,

For securing First Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinction in B. E. (Computer)examination held
in May 1999,

KULPATT'S SILVER MEDAL

For securing Second Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinetion in B. E. (Civil) examination held in
May 1999,

For securing second Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinetion in B. E. (Mech.)examination held in
May 1999.

For securing Second Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinction in B. E. (Elect.)examination held in
May 1999,

For securing Second Rank in First Attempt amongst
students of this college and First Class with
Distinction in B. E. (Electronics)examination held
in May 1999,

For securing Second Rank in First Attempt
amongst students of this college and First Class with
Distinction in B. E. (Computer)examination held
in May 1999.

(15)
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SHRI PRUTHVISH NARAYANDAS KILLAWALLA PRIZE OF Rs. 100/- EACH

Miss Bawa Sukaina Magbool For securing Highest marks in First Att

(1285/1925) amongst students of this college at F. E. examir
held in May 1999 and joined in S.E.(Elect.) i
year 1998-1999.

Shri Iyer Deepak Venugopal For securing Highest marks in First At
amongst students of this college at S. E.(F
examination held in May 1999 and join
TE.(Elect.) in the year 1999-2000.

Shri Nilesh Madhu M. For securing Highest marks in First At
amongst students of this college at T. E.(I
examination held in May 1999 and join
B.E.(Elect.) in the year 1999-2000.

Miss Hedalkar Anjali G. For securing Highest marks in First At
amongst students of this college at B. E.(]
examination held in May 1999

SHRIPAD RAO DUBHASHI PRIZE OF Rs. 75/-

Shri Begal Deepak B. For securing Highest marks amongst our suc
college students in the subjects of “Building |
& Drawing” in T. E.(Civil) Sem. V examinatic
in November 1998

SMT. AHILYABAI TEMBE PRIZE OF Rs. 100/-

Shri Rane Vikas Chandrakant For standing First in the subjects of "De
Drawing of Concrete Structures” in B. E.
Sem. VIII examination held in May 1999. .

SHRI R. N. JOSHI PRIZE OF Rs. 100/-

Shri Prabhugaonkar Vinit V. Has been awarded Prof. R. N. Joshi Prize for st
highest marks in Sem. VII & Sem, VIII (Civil
together and passing separately during 19¢

Dr. PRANLAL PATEL FOUNDATION PRIZE OF Rs. 500/- EACH.

Shri Naik Abhijit 5. Has been awarded Dr. Pranlal Patel Pr
securing the highest percentage of marks
(Mech.) examination at the first attempt
1998-99.

Shri Rixon Raji Mathew Has been awarded Dr. Pranlal Patel Pr
securing the highest percentage of marks
(Mech.) examination at the first attempt
1998-99.

Santanu Dey Has been awarded Dr. Pranlal Patel P

securing the highest percentage of marks
(Mech.) examination at the first attempt
1998-99.



SHRI JAYANTI SATYANARAYANA PRIZE OF Rs. 50/-

Shri Bhagatani Girish A. For securing Highest percentage of marks in subject
“Structural Analysis” Sem. V at the T. E. (Civil)
examination held in December 1998,

SHRI MARATHE MEMORIAL PRIZE OF Rs. 500/- EACH

Shri Anup Surendran (Comp) For securing the highest percentage of marks in
F.E. Sem. I & II in the subjects “Engincering
Mechanics” examination held in 1998-99,

Shri Subramanian Vikram K. V. (Mech.) For securing Highest percentage of in S.E. (Civil &
Mech.) Sem. III in the subject of “Strength of
Material” examination held in November 1998.

BENGAL ENGINEERING COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
(BOMBAY BRANCH) TRUST SCHOLARSHIPS OF Rs. 1500/- EACH

Miss Sakhalkar Suchita H. For securing Highest marks in First Attempt
amongst students of this college of T.E {Civil)
examination held in May 1999,

Shri Santanu Subhas Dey For securing Highest-marks in First Attempt
amongst students of this college of T.E (Mech.)
examination held in May 1999.

Shri Nilesh Madhu M. For securing Highest marks in First Attempt
amongst students of this college of T.E (Elect.)
examination held in May 1999.

INDIAN WATER WORK ASSOCIATION (BOMBAY CENTRE) CASH PRIZE OF Rs. 400/-

Shri Ranganathan Balkrishnan For securing Highest percentage of marks in subject
“Environmental Engg.” B.E.(Civil) Sem VII
examination in December 1998.

Dr. G. A. MHASEAR & Dr. B. M. JOSHI PRIZE FOR STUDENTS OF B. E. (ELECT.)
CLASS FOR STANDING IN I POSITION.

Miss Hedalkar Anjali G. - Rs. 180/-

JADHAVPUR UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (BOMBAY BRANCH) TRUST
SCHOLARSHIP OF Rs. 1000/- EACH

Miss Sakhalkar Suchita H. For securing Highest marks in First Attempt
amongst students of this college of T. E. (Civil)
examination held in May 1999.

Shri Santanu Subhas Dey For securing Highest marks in First Attempt
amongst students of this college of T. E. {Mech.)
examination held in May 1999.

Shri Nilesh Madhu M. For securing Highest marks in First Attempt
amongst students of this college of T. E. (Elect.)
examination held in May 1999.




MERIT PRIZE ON THE BASIS OF MERIT IN THE PRECEDING
EXAMINATION HELD IN MAY/JUNE 1999
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Shri Lewis Joyston Jude Alexander (Elecronics

Shri Joshi Nimish A. (Computer)
Miss Shah Zarana B. (Info. Tech.)
Mr. Bhargav Gulavani

Shri Naik Umesh M.
Shri Chamaria Balram M.
Shri Maisheri Paras Loherchand

Shri Rixon Raji Mathew
Shri Shah Purav Bharat
Shri Pande Kapil Pradeep

Shri Iyer Deepak Venugopal
Shri Shetty Harish Balkrishna
Miss Das Debosmita Ardhendu

Shri Karthik Ranganathan
Shri Shah Himanshu C.
Shri Gadre Shounak Vikas

Miss Mavinkurve Purnima Maruti
Shri Karthik Kesavan
Shri Rao Vivek Raghunath

Miss Sakhalkar Suchita H,
Shri Shinde Pravin Vishnu
Shri Bhagtani Girish Anand

Shri Santanu Subhas Dey
Shri Chowdhary Vishal C.
Shri Patankar Pradnyesh B

Shri Nilesh Madhu M.
Shri Hegeste Pradnya V.
Shri Dongre Kiran ].

Shri Dingankar Shaukat A. A.
Shri Sakpal Sudarshan R.
Shri Dabke Neeraj A.

Miss Pereira D’laila
Shri Bhandari Arun N,
Shri Palekar Parag G.



e e

FIRST CLASS AND GETTING MAXIMUM NUMBER OF MARKS IN ALL (STRUCTUAL

Shri Ranganathan Balkrishna

B. E. CIVIL 1. Shri Prabhugaonkar Vinit i
. Miss Aarti A. Sawant :

1

|

B.E. MECH. 1. Shri Samuel Johnson
9. Shri Jena Basant Kumar K.
8. Shri Deshpande Sushilendra A. |

B.E. ELECT. 1. Miss Hedalkar th].a].l G. ! {
9. Shri Pavankumar Murali |
3 Shri Alva Vinod Damodar ] '

B. E. ELECTRONICS 1. Shri Krishnakumar Narayanaswami il
: 9. Shri B, Kaushik ‘
3. Shri Surti Asif S.

B. E. COMPUTERS 1. Shri Chari Rahul
. Shri Shenoy Rajeshwar M.
3, Shri Garodia Ritesh R.

MERIT PRIZE OF Rs. 100/- EACH (OR BOOKS WORTH THE AMOUNT) AWARDED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STRUCTURAL ENGG. TO THE STU DENTS OBTAINING THE

SUBJECTS TAKEN TO GETHER AT THE FE (CIVIL), SE (CIVIL), TE (CIVIL) & BE (CIVIL)
EXAMINATION HELD IN THE YEAR 1998-99.

1. Shri Bhandari Rahul F. E. (Civil)
9. Shri Naik Umesh M. S.E. (Civily
3.  Shri Tiwari Sachin A. T. E. (Civil)
4. Shri Prabhugaonkar Vinit V. B.E. (Civil)
5. Shri Shrivastava Rohit P. COMMUNICATION SKILLS PRIZE -

AWARDED BY STR. DEPT. FOR F. E. CLASS

Principal,

Sardar Patel College of Engineering
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Munshi Nagar, Versova Road,
Andheri (W.), Mumbai-58.







tury has witnessed the collapse of the once infallible British empire.

The twentieth cen
Yet surprisingly, the samé period has also seen the pervasion of the English language in every | (

corner of the globe. Paradoxically, English no longer seems Lo be the sole prerogative of the

English.

and assimilate the culture ofany region thus giving rise to a new dialect having subtle variations

i

i

The ever growing popularity of the language may be attributed to its tendency to absorb |
i

een’s English and still retain its inherent charm, The Americanised |

as compared to the Qu
English doesn't <ound alien even to the Red [ndians, while English avec I'accent francais is

now extremely fashionable i the streets of Paris and not to mention our very own desi-style

English which is reflected in many of the articles that follow.

The increasing permeation of English in India has given rise to a new generation of

|

1

1

writers and while the rest of India gives rise to the likes of Arundathi Roy and Vikram Seth l
i

spc’ites are not far behind. ‘Disha’ has certainly provided a forum for many budding Writers

to display their literary skills. |

Amidst a plethora of articles the task of selection was certainly not as easy oOne. We hope
that the right blend of humour and seriousness is reflected in the subsequent pieces so that

they are informative yet interesting.

The credit for the superlative {llustrations adorning the magazine goes entirely to

Sachin Borle.

e

wTomorrow Never Comes” 2 fascinating article by Roli Gupta was adjudged the best
article. The contributions from students strike you because of their variety and depth.
Gastronomists will certainly admire “the fword” while the well-researched article on plastics 18
educative. The hilarious “Chatting or laating” and the satirical “ The new history of India” add u
4 humorous touch. The sprinkling of poems includes a thought provoking “That really matters” ﬁ
and a patriotic “Salute them” which is a soul stirring rhyme on the valour of our soldiers. =g
Though the articles vary in style and substance they are distinctly upbeat in their mood in =
keeping with the underlying SPCE flavour. =

|
|
i
|

Karthik Ranganathan (T.E.Erx)
Siddharth Nashiney (TEElect.)
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O SHIVA II

WELCOME TO INDIA - The supreme recycling bin of the U. S, The ‘junk’ there
eventually finds its way here. Especially ‘junk’ food and words that are surprisingly dubbed as
‘cool’- (regardless of the fact that they can make you get hot under your collar).

So, when a MacDonald burger falls to the floor, the cool guy says “Oh Shit!” Puzzling.
The burger is a long way off from being processed as such. The question is, why should a basic
scatological function of the human anatomy acquire such significance in mundane situations?
Sometimes the utterance has religious connotations. When the ‘guy’ in question realises he
has left his drawing sheets on the train, he says “Holy Shit!” I see a connection in all these
junkie exclamations. ‘Guy’ in Hindi means a cow. Cowdung holds a revered place in Hindu
religion as well as the scientific world. (It is said that in the event of a radioactive explosion,
you may be saved if you take refuge in a nuclear shelter plastered with cowdung. Ain't that the
coolest thing you've ever heard ?)

So put two and two together and what emerges is a subconscious awe of Kamdhenu of
mythological famel And it is not just an uncanny coincidence that this ‘guy’ incessantly chews
gum like the peaceful ruminant. The connection is complete.

But wait! Eric Segal who wrote the phenomenal bestseller ‘Love Story’ would rule this
out. The very book that gave us some of the most unforgettable lines in English fiction (Love
is never having to say you are sorry) is replete with references not to cowdung but to bullshit.
The American obsession with refuse is pervasive to the point of repulsion. And the Indian
teenager has lapped it up-the obsession, I mean with remarkable agility. But why zero in on
teenagers? My friends tell me that such usage is a standard norm among professionals in
high-stress jobs. These words allow you to let off steam and also express a general street-
smartness; you are not a real guy unless you make these words a part of your vocabulary.

But I would be a racist if | only talk about Americanisms. Our very own Hindi language
throws up certain eruptions now and then-and these spread like a forest-fire throughout the
whole congregation, faster than an e-mail message. It is not necessary to undertake extensive
research to glean such gems. Only do a bit of covert eavesdropping in trains, buses, restaurants
and shops -and you get the drift. The word Sahee alternatively means splendid, marvellous or
plainly, just right. ‘Pakao’ formerly meant ‘to cook!” Now it stands for something that bores
and irritates. Shouldn't the chefs of the world be raising their saucepans, I mean, cudgels
against such a grossly unfair connotation ? A new word is currently making the rounds in
teenage circles; Dhansu means effective, remarkable, something with a punch- as in “What a
dhansu idea!”




rms. I had a close encounter of the third kind with
eekend stay at a resort near Marve

expression is limited to only such te

lary while coming home fromaw

beach. Aswe were patiently waiting for the ferry to come, a group of four ‘guys’ complete with
¢ up the ramp on their mobikes; every sentence they

tattoos, wristbands, and earrings drov

uttered had the word “*#**° (not printed in order to protectthe sensibilities of those who are
blissfully ignorant). By the time the ferry came, eVery single item in their paraphernalia was
attributed with the most primitive instinct of mankind -the ability to procreate, including the
mobike, jackets, the sea and even the ferryl They didn’tseem to speak about or know anything

else! It was one of the most un‘productive’ group of individuals I had ever seen.

undernourished vocabu

ed out these frighteningly obscene junk-words is by offering
d to a group of students that they should exclaim ‘O Shiva’
broad, they can propagate this utterance and most
considering it cute and oh-so-ethnic! And an

One way of seeking to we
nicer alternatives. I once suggeste
instead of ‘O Shit'. So that when they go a

probably the Americans could pick it up,
occasional reference to the Lord would be much more beneficial -cool, what ?

Mys. Madhavi Gokhale
Lecturer : Comm. Skills.

MAMMAL MAMMAL

My cousin dear, just eight years old,
Began reading a book on camels;

And to her surprise she discovered that
Camels are actually mammals;

She went to school & told her teacher,

“] know that camels aren’t animals”;
“Why?” asked her teacher, she replied

«[ read that camels are actually mammals”;

Amused, her teacher explained
“Mammals give birth to their young ones
Directly (sans eggs) : 2 mammal I am
And so are you little one”

My cousin replied “it's possible that

You are a mammal, but I'm not one
For mammals must have a direct child

You have two & I have none” ;
Karthik Ranganathan
T.E. Etrx.




“ HOME, SWEET HOME “

The dictionary meaning of the wo:
“Home" is a dwelling place. But it would be tc
inadequate to describe it simply as a dwellir
place. Home is a place where we grow up with ;
the warmth and love possible. Home is a pla
where you are pestered and pampered no matt
how much you think to the contrary.

The word “Home" is associated with for

memories - trivial incidents, when you fooled your mother by not doing some househo
chore or bullied your younger sibling to do it. A trip down the memory lane will definit
bring back memories of the special mouth-watering food which only mother can prepare
the time when you were so sick that it was your sister or brother who completed your colle
assignments, who otherwise would not even get you a glass of water. It will definitely bri
back memories when your mother must have woken up in the middle of the night to warn

glass of milk for you, during your exams.

It might also bring back those unpleasant memories when you got a firing from yc
father for freaking out too much.

All said and done, Home is a place where you have a mother who is gentle beneath |
firmness and a father who is firm beneath his gentleness and sibling who will always stand

yowin your hour of need.
Home is a place where your mood swings will be tolerated, your fears will be dispell

you will always be encouraged in all your endeavours, and you will always be forgiven for y¢
shortcomings. Home is a place where you will always be loved and cared, no matter where )

/d to take these things for granted. But its only when we leave our home :

alize how much we treasure these fond memories.

¢ my home, all that I can say is “Home is where my heart is”

Shreyasi Di
S.E. (Ele
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‘UPGRADE’ A KILLING WORD

Gone are the days when computer configurations used to remain the same for months,
years etc. Nowadays development is taking place so fast that your two month old PC s of little
value after some time, that's where the word ‘Upgrade’ comes in and causes system failures in
your parents.

The problems arises when you see newer CD’s not running on your system and your
vendor says upgrade to 48X CD ROM drive. so you go to your dad “Let upgrade to 48X". After
lots of ‘maska marring’ your Dad gets ready but your 3D games Herctic II, Quake I do not
run, your vendor tells you your processor is slow, so you go back to your Dad “Dad lets upgrade
of 450 MHz". He wants to know the reason why and you easily tell him that some new
accounting software needs that speed cause you cannot tell him that Quake needs this spced;
had you told him that you wanted to play Quake there would have been an ‘Earth Quake’. So
after lots of pestering you get a new processor. The word ‘upgrade’ has started giving shivers
to your Dad. So before making your next move, you wait for a few months during which your
computer gets affected by virus which you rectify using Norton Disk Doctor and Antivirus. If
only NDD could do something to your Dad you could upgrade your RAM to 100 MB RAM.
Mustering some courage you approach your Dad once again "Dad I'was thinking of upgrading
our RAM to 100 MB RAM”; immediately you see your Dad jumping for cover and uttering 100
times the new definition of MB RAM “Mujhe Bachao Ram !”

ANIKET KADKOL
TE (ELECTRICAL)

EK BANDAR MAGAZINE KE ANDAR

HEY RAM ! please listen to my PUKAR and pass me in my fifth semester exams. My
SIXTH SENSE tells me that I will do well, but my friend ELIZEBETH who is an INSIDER. in
the examination section just isn’t helping me out, Right now she is my GODMOTHER and I
am looking upto her for some good news.

But if I fail, then it will be simply END OF DAYS. I will shrink to the wretched size of
STUART LITTLE leaving me no other option than committing suicide in LAKE PLACID
and this will be a big STIGMA (TA) to myself and my family. [ will be a flop like HUM SAATH
SAATH HAIN resulting me being left alone. You know it is the same disgusting feeling as
NEVER BEEN KISSED. The GHOST OF DARKNESS will haunt me and like many I am afraid
of ghosts.

KHAUFF, KHAUFF..... Sorry for the interruption.

But if I pass, it will be celebration time. I'll share my joy with the girl 1 love. Let me tell you
about her. She met me in her BEST FRIEND'S WEDDING and everytime [ see her she DRIVES
ME CRAZY. If she is reading this then let me tell her that I am the most eligible BACHELOR
around and am looking out for a RUNAWAY BRIDE like you. Please KAHO NAA PYAR HAIN...,

PRAKASH HOILALKERE
T, E. ELECTRICAL.




==DISHA' 2000 ~<

— I was really bored with History in school and
am sure all of you felt the same. This article justifie
Just how much [ despised the subject.

The original inhabitants of Indja were calle
Adidases who lived in two cities named Hariappa anc
Mujhe-Na-Dharo, These cities had the best drainage
System in the world and so there was no brain drair
from them.

Family Planning hadn’t been invented at that time, He
built theTaj-Mahal hotel for his wife whe sleeps there, The king then sent a]] his sons to

they changed the pame to Mumbai because Shivaji's sena did not like jt,

After the Mowglis, came Vasco the Gama. He was an exploder searching for a spicy
India. Then came the British. They brought with them many inventions such as Cricket,
Tramtarts and Steamy Railways. They were followed by the French who got with them French
Fries, Pezza and Kisses. But Robert Clive drove them oyt when he deafened Duplex (the
brother of Asterix) who was out- membered since the British had the queen on their side,
Eventually, the British came to overrule India as there Wwas too much diversity in our unity.




looting the country. In 1947, India became free and its people became freely loving. This
increased our population.

Our constipation is the best in the world because it says that no man can be hanged
twice for the same crime. The Indian parlemint consists of two houses, which are called lower
and higher. This is because one Mr. Honest Abe said that two houses divided against itself
couldn’t withstand. So Pandit Nehru asked the British for freedom at midnight since the
British were afraid of the dark. In India there have been a large number of scams. One of
these was in Bihar where boly cows were not given anything to eat by their elected leader. The
other scam was in Bofor, which is a small town in Switcherland.

Presently India has a coali-shun government made up of many parties, left and right to
make the centre. It has started to library the economy. India is also trying to become an Asian
Tiger because it's own tigers are being poached. India is very sportive as well. The Indian
people believe strongly that participation is more important than winning, which is symbolised
by its performance on the Olympics.

Well enough of this sarcastic approach.

Let me sign off with this piece of poetry.....

India is a strange and wonderful land
Crowded with people and temples so grand
Exotic spices so tasty to eat

A delicate blend of sour and sweet

The ladies wear saries with elegant charm
And fill their homes with peace and calm
There are beggar men and wise men too
With their stories and most of them true.

Prahash Holalkere
(T.E. Electrical)

- A prisoner in jail receives a letter from his wife: “Dear Husband, I have decided to
plant some lettuce in the back garden. When is the best time to plant them?” The prisoner,
knowing that the prison guards read all mail, replied in a letter: “Dear Wife, whatever you do,
do not touch the back garden. That is where I hid all the money.” A week or so later, he
received another letter from his wife: “Dear Husband, You wouldn't believe what happened,
some men came with shovels to the house, and dug up all the back garden.” The prisoner
wrote another letter back: “Dear wife, now is the best time to plant the lettuce.”

——
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ATTITUDINAL CHANGES FOR
THE NEW MILLENNIUM

We are nearing the end of the second millennium. During the 2000 years of human
existence, the most relevant period has been the 20th century. All the major developments in
the field of medicine, technology and management science have happened during this century.
The resultis a longerlife span with a lot of comforts, However, the irony is that the benefits of
progress have not reached all the people uniformly. There is always someone who is either
richer or poorer. But don’t you think this disparity is necessary ? Imagine a world of total
equality. Life would be dull and hopeless as there would be nothing to look forward to. The

world is dynamic as of today only because of the man-made disparity and this will take it
further forward.

However, the technological advancements of the 20th Century can be used either for
the benefit or doom of mankind. This depends on the type of generation mankind creates to
propagate their progeny. The world is fast changing (so should we Indians). We have to learn

to adapt to the changing environment. If not, we will be left behind. Our society is used to the
concept of individual achievers. This can be attributed to -

® Year of ruling by Kings and colonial power.

* Protected economy and the resultant insulation from the rest of the world.

* Overmanaged Society and business enterprises.

* An educational system that is attributed to all the above conditions.

We are less tolerant; always trying to bring others down. This reminds me of a story of an
Indian businessman who exported live crabs. In order to transport these crabs, the exporter
placed an order for cartons. But the carton specification did notinclude a lid. Perplexed, the
supplier asked him why he was using open cartons to transport live crabs,
replied, “ They will remain where they are. If one tries to climb out the
down. So none of them can escape”. This my friends
our country.

To this the exporter
others will pull him
is exactly the attitude that is prevalent in

Thisis no longer relevant. The Indian economy has opened up. We are heading towards
a borderless world where there is only one economy. The Global Economy. We have to shed
our parochial outlook in favour of a more global one. The keyis to be effective team members,

This can be achieved by being more tolerant and by showing of achievements. You succeed
no longer as an individual but as a team,

We are the leaders of tomorrow, the members of a team. So it is for us to realize that we
must develop the right attitude to car

Ty us smoothly through another eventful century.

Robin J. Mathews
B.E. Computers




SPACE’ 3000

A look at how.things will be in the next millenium.
* Welcome to Space’ 3000, the Sardar

;’ED s Patel Annual Cultural Extravaganza !”
/& announced the robot as it flew ever Earth
fﬁg JELeo™E sivl. and made its way out of the atmosphere, “

e Must be headed to Mars to attract all the
people there,” thought Sheila as after
adding final touch to her lipstick and
adjusting her volunteer batch, she stepped
out of the space capsule. She was in F. E.
and this was her first space. She hoped it
would be every bit as enjoyable as it was
2 3] @) supposed to be as she waited for her best-

es

,%‘, friend Tina to show up who came all the
ﬁ%@;&' way from the Andromedo Galaxy. (Actually,
her name was Mrushxxtruktina, bt they just called her Tina) “Sorry, I'm late. But, the space

transporter broke down again today!” said Tina. She had come with her brother Flash who
was from her panet. Sheila thought he was quite cute, except for the fact that he had no nose.
They headed inside where Sheila and Tina were asked to go in from a different entrance and
handed over free food passes. “I'm beginning to like this already!” said Sheila.

Once inside they saw a variety of programmes going on all at once on different platfotms.
* Good thing they have provided proper directions as I would get completely lost !” said Tina.
She and Sheila then waved at the many friends they had made while helping in the preparations
for Space. “Hi girls, Hello Flash, what say we take part in some competition?” asked their
friend after coming up behind them. "Sure thing,” Said the girls and the next few earth hours
were happily spent in competing. Flash won a rocket-ship and they went for a quick spin to
the moon and'back. “You were always good in the mind wrestling, Flash”, said Tina.

The girls then went for their volunteering duties and met the boys later at the Rockcage
which was being held on Leda, once of Jupiter's moons. * Guess who has been invited for the
evening’s entertainment?” asked Agro. * Rowdy Rockson | " “ Oh wow, that dreamy Martian
hunk with a voice as smooth as the purr of a kitten | Oh, we are so lucky to meet him |
exclaimed Sheila. “ And just because of Space ! " added Tina.

The evening arrived and amongst blaring music and glaring lights, Rowdy's music be gan.
“ Rowdy’s music, a sporty rocket - ship and such cool dancing ! It’s a pity Space is held for only
one earth - week ! " said Flash. “ Oh, but I wouldn’t have enjoyed so much as I'm doing now
if T hadn’t helped in this,” said Sheila. “ Yes, the flashing lights and all are nice, burtit's only the
effort and love put in by the students that makes Space so special,” said Tina. “ It gives us a
delightful sense of belonging,” agreed Agro shaking all his three legs. “ That's right, and even
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after all these years, Space has not lost its essence and excitement ! " said Shila. Hooray for
Space and all Spci’tes | " shouted Agro. “T think you aren’t the first person to say these words,
mused Flash,

Now, don’t we all agree with him ?

By Sayali Kanade
E E (Ciuil)

|
THAT REALLY MATTERS ! }
1
1

It's not your voice

It's what you say

It's not what you are

It's what you feel within
It's not what others believe
It’s your belief

But it's not what you need
It's what most need

That really matters !

It’s not what they did for you

It's what you've done for them

It'’s not them noticing you

It's what you notice in others

But it’s not you turning away from others
It's their turning away from you

That really matters !

|
|
|
;.
.'
|
|
|
|
|
i
|

|
So it’s about giving them love I
Which they crave for i
It's about joining them |
For their and self - benefit |I
It's finding happiness in your life |
In ways which give the same to others
That really matters ! !
|
|
|
]

Priyanka R. Sundaram
S. E. Comps,
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| FIRST LOVE

I
It’s difficult to forget first love :
It takes a part of you I
As sea waves take away the sand E
It leaves behind a part in you

As shells left behind on sea shore

It’s felt only through feelings !
It takes just one’s heart I
But seldom one’s soul O
It shines in your eyes |
It’s brightness is in your smile :

|

|

It's a treat to be felt in life

Where true love seems so rare

This gives a glimmer of hope

= Where things in common all seem wrong
FIRST LOVE This seems to arrange them all

|

But all at once, it flees away |
With nothing but paths to trace tr

In a new found love |

Somewhere sometime, which ought to come Ir

i

{

In one’s quest of pure affection and understanding

The darkness of nights
Draws searching eyes to twinkling lights
The darkness of clouds
_ Draws dull eyes to shining rays
! But it's the darkness of shady trees
That draws tired wonderers to itself

[
|
| REFLECTION
|
I

The hunger for life

Draws the deprived to helplessness
The hunger for self and power
Draws the ambitious to polity

But it’s the hunger for security
That draws one into himself

The want of rich living

Draws the desiring to toil

The want of recognition

Draws one to greater heights

But life as a whole

Is experiencing reality.

Priyanka Sundaram

| S. E. Comps.
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THE BEAUTY OF FRIENDSHIP

I'was charmed by the lines below

A Persian poet had pennegd long ago
‘Friend is a worq of a royal tone
Friend js 2 Poem all alone’

Now as | attempt to present ¢o you

The beauty of frie:nr:{ship In my viey

Look out for trye friends that are rare gems

Itis chance thay makes brothery but hearts thay make friends

The inspiring words that bring yoy cheer
In the shadows of danger, you haye no fear

Instead of a jewel or eyen 4 flower

Cast a gift of lovely thought into the heart of another
A friend js 4 present you piye yourself, no doyly

A true friend walks in when the world walks ou¢

Friendship Plays its parg 4] above
ve brings the finer qualities of man 14 light
And love is friendship, am I not right »

Man being gripped by Materialistic fever
A faithful friend is the need of the hour




TOMORROW NEVER COMES
(BEST ARTICLE - DISHA 2000)

‘1 shouldn’t have done that.....”, *T"11do it
tomorrow.....” Aren’t these two statements those which
most of us make without realising the impact that they

(¢~ have on our lives? We humans seem to live either in
A’V pain because of our past or in fear for our future , not

YESTER DAy

accepting the simplest of all truths Each dayshould be

TorMORROW, never comes’

Lw’ﬁ ITING  FOR lived as though there is no tomorrow, because tomorrow

A Saintonce said, " KAL KARE SO AAJ KAR, AA] KARE SO AB, PAL MEIN PRALAY
HOGA, BAHURI KAROGE KAB ", This couplet again and again establishes the fact that
everything that we perceive as life is nothing but a creation of some basic and fallacious human
assumptions that time is a straight line of past, present and future, that all problems are out
there, that [ am an observer and not part of the cosmic flux.

Where has the belief in the myth that time is linear led, us ? We still mouth the same
promises and hopes that we did a hundred years ago. 80% of Nature's abundant resources
are available to only the privileged 20% of the world’s population. The much-needed balance
between nature and technology has been lost. Although the western world has reached the
acme of technology, its so called benefits have been monsters in disguise. In this century
alone 300 million people have been killed in wars and millions have died due to starvation,
disease and social neglect. The “Development of Technology” has done nothing to either
prevent or minimise this widespread degeneration of humanity.

The imbalance between nature and technology has caused the human brain to be
constantly on survival mode, without any caring or sharing. The 10% of our brain that we
utilise emphasises survival not development, Itis this 10% of our brain which makes the facts
obscure and leads us to believe that “Tomorrow is a better day”. We then wrongly assume that
destiny and circumstances are responsible for our state today. The brain is constantly
bombarded with a flood of confusing and mutually contradictory data, because of which the
human race is suffering from a collective lack of reasoning and logic. Inspite of having all
resources natural and otherwise, available to us, we are regressing into a race devoid of spiritual
well- being and disciplined growth.

The transformation necessary to stop this regression and change the “re” to “pro” will
occur only when there is a shiftin this paradigm of false assumptions. A drastic move into the
inner dimensions of our souls and greater awareness coupled with alertness which paradoxically
only our brain can provide is essential. This awareness is both of our environment and the
self and the alertness is towards our ever-changing circumstances and situation. Our destiny
and circumstances are in our hands. Destiny is not a matter of choice, nor does it lie in the
future. Similarly past circumstances cannot be blamed for our present.

Strong dynamism, not in terms of the “Linearity” between past, present and futire, but
in terms of thoughtful action is now unavoidable.

Our minds must be made free of the weights of the past and the flights of fancy of the
future. Only then can humanity’s bodyand soul be freed of this frenzied, mindless destruction,
today, now, this instant |

Roli Gupta
(T. E. Elect.)
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“Jewellery: Harmful to health” ~ Jayalalita
“Winning made easy in 3 months” Sachin Tendulkar
“Marriage: A cheap affair” Laloo Prasad
“Ducks for dinner” Ajit Agarkar
“Fortune telling made easy” J- Y. Lele
“All about shoes” Venkatesh Prasad
“Say no to drugs” Diego Maradona
Aniket Kadkol
T. E. Electrical
s = s m e e

CHATTING OR LAATING

“ What's your asl!” is a question which one cannot avoid while chatting on the net. For a
novice it’s a big conundrum he searches all dictionaries and encyclopedias for the full form
only to overhear it from the 10 year old kid next door telling his friend “Her asl is 15|f] canada”
Ohl So it’s age, sex, location. Next day he disposes such questions with utter ease and suddenly
finds a PM from a female and he excitedly starts singing Bryan Adams ‘Heaven’ changing its
wording “Baby you are all that i need when i am chatting here on the net, it is hard to believe,
I am in heaven”.

The laating or lapeting begins here. If she asks “Do you love music?” Even if he hated
music and spelt it muzic he says “yo baby” to please her. Next he asks her “What are your
hobbies” she says “ice skating, rock climb: - etc.” This guy replies “mine too”. Now where the
hell in a tropical country can he pursueal by like ice skating. “Lekin Kya Kare, Kudi paane
ke liye lapetna bhi padta hai”.

“What do u do?” he asks, the answer comes “I am trying to understand the fundas of
CORBA, RMI, SWING etc.” he replies “Me too” cause only last month he was trying to
understand the fundas of COBRA and its swinging on a nagapanchmi day as to why it drank
milk etc.” But he missed her words-it was CORBA not COBRA". But the laating continues.
“Chalega Yaar, so long as she is impressed even Python and Anaconda will do”. She is impressed
“Great our thoughts and interests match” she says.

She then tells him about her cute boyfriend who gave her an engagement ring. All his
dreams are shattered. He experiences such ‘dhokas’ again and again and finally says, “It's
better to have chaat on the beach than to chat on the net”.

Best Sellers Of The Year

(34)




CRICKET FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS

Playground :  Exam hall.
Batsman :  Student.
Bowler :  Papersetter. !
Fast ball . Long question. |
Spin ball :  Short question. 1
Googly :  Change of pattern. |
Bouncer . Out of syllabus question. I|
Commentator :  Marklist. |
Scorer :  Examiner. h
Umpire :  University exam results. 2 |
Sixer ; Distinction. ;
Four :  Firstclass. |
Lbw A TR T, |
Injured :  Caught while copying. '
Run out : Debarred. |
Clean bowled :  Failed. !
Deepak. PM. |
S.E. Electrical :

AROUND THE CORNER

Around the corner, I have a friend
In this great city, that has no end.
Yet days go by, and weeks rush on
And before I know it, a year is gone

And I never see my old friend’s face
For life is a swift and terrible race.
He knows I like him just »s well

As in the days when I rang his bell

I
|
|
|
A
L
1
|
|
And he rang mine, we were younger then
And now we are busy tired men. ‘
Tired with playing a foolish game
Tired with trying to make a name _U_
“Tomorrow” I say “ I will call on Jim". ¥, ]
Just to show that I thought of him =
But tomorrow comes and tomorrow goes =
And the distance between us grows and grows. =
Around the corner yet miles away N
Here is a telegram, Sir, Jim died away o
And that’s what we get in the end, a
Around the corner, a vanished friend. o
\
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

You are in a party-dressed to your best, wearing a silk evening gown, a string of pearls, a
crocodile leather bag and fashionable leather sandals; you look gorgeous with that shade of
lipstick and eye-liner. You greet all your friends and when the time comes for dinner, you ask
for that sizzling chicken tikka or your life-long favourite sausages. “How beautiful you look!” -
says everybody. But under this beauty lies cruelty. You are trying to look beauty(fool) by directly
or indirectly murdering animals. Your outlook shows the villainous character hiding
inside you,

When you try to look good, you are just encouraging the killing of snakes, crocodiles,
buffaloes, deer, bears etc.... You take lives of hundreds of snakes for your costly purse or belt.
The snake has its skin ripped off when it is still alive. The same case applies to crocodiles. It is
a belief that leather articles are made from leather of dead animals. Yes, it is true-but not from
dead animals; but from animals which are specially killed for the purpose, The fur has a place
of pride in the world of fashion. Lamb fur which is supposed to be very soft and warm comes
from the lamb when the sheep gives birth to it. The fur is ripped off in front of the sheep as
soon as the lamb is born, leaving the sheep in agony and anguish.

The cosmetics and shampoos are tested on animals. The eyes of rabbits and monkeys
arc forcibly clipped and the concentration is put in the eyes. When the animals have become
blind and cannot be used for futher testing, they are left in jungles. Unable to find food, they
die due to starvation.

When a hen is butchered for chicken items, a pathetic truth is behind it. Thousands of
hens are dumped in a van with their beaks clipped off (in order to prevent them from fighting).
This clipping off of beaks is unlike the clipping off of nails, It is painful to them. Lucky ones
due to suffocation and the unlucky ones are subjected to the raw or rusted blades,

Who has given us the right to take their lives? Is it our strength, brains or is it the human
chauvinism we are exhibiting? When human beings themselves are guilty of mass murders
why do they curse Hitler? He killed hundreds of Jews, they kill thousands of animals, We
shouldn’t forget that the animals are bred artificially for our sake, All animals have control
over population (Human animals being an exception ) and if we leave these animals to their
natural habitat, nature will balance itself, If nature has given us better abilities, it is our duty to
protect the inferiors, nature and the ecological system,

So friends, next time when you go for a party, don’t just try to look beautiful, show your
inner beauty.

b
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[ conclude with Grellet’s words

“ I'shall pass through this world once, if , therefore, there be any kindness.

I'can show, or any good thing I can do, let me do it now, let me not defer it or neglectit.
For I shall not pass this way again”,

Bhairavi S. Dhakras
T E. CIVIL:
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THE FINAL SUBMISSION

[ had never heard the name. It being situated in a nondescript corner and having a
haunted appearance didn’t help much in my first impression of the place. It figured at no. 4
in the list of places where 1 would be spending 4 years of my life and possibly more. As fate
would have it, I ended up at this very place to become an Engineer.

Welcome to 8. P. C. E. The first agenda on my plate as a fresher was how to avoid the
notorious ragging that engineering colleges are famous for. But all the apprehensions vanished
as I was only asked to play imaginary cricket and shoot all the people in the Library with an
imaginary machine gun. All these things took a backseat as the lectures started. It was difficult,
at first to cope up with the scale of things and the syllabus. Many of us got entangled in the
‘lines’ & ‘planes’ of Engineering Drawing and I, atleast, wondered where the ‘M.A’
(Mechanical advantage) was, specially since there were no girls in our branch and having
written the first assignment on my own after pouring over the physics text for over 2 hrs, 1
realised ‘Photocopying’ was the better method, the tried, tested & established practice of
many a generation at S. P. C. E.

Then came September and the election fever started. Those days, it was electioneering
for real, with all the wannabes and their supporters canvassing for votes. We managed to
wrangle out promises like clean bathrooms & watercoolers, more chairs in the reading room
and open access to library for all. It was student empowerment at the best. Then
‘Technobreak 96" happened and a whole new and exciting world opened up for us. It was
time to let loose and have some fun. Soon after one of the vagaries of engineering dawned
upon us in the form of 1st Semester Exams. It gave a wake up call to a lot of people. Come
January and SPACE’97 just blew me off my feet. [t was 2 days of sheer fun, frolic and learning.
It was here that I realised that this place would not only make me an engineer buta “ complete
engineer” ready to deal with both ‘man’ and ‘machine’,

The second year started with me getting increasingly involved in college activities be it
Freshies welcome, Roseday, Technobreak or SPACE. It was a great learning opportunity for
those who wanted to. This was also the time we started learning about actual ‘Engineering’
and [ for some time really held a view that if one is studying anything else other than
Engineering, he is actually whiling away his time. It was also in the second year that students
from different classes came together and worked for various events helping them to get to
know each other and build a sense of solidarity.

The third year holds a special place in my memory. It was iu this year that many of us
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discovered themselves & identified their strengths & used them to put together a wonderful
and remarkable year of students’ activities. Having been a part of the effort that made
Technobreak’ 98 & SPACE' 99 a part of S. P. C. E's history, fills me with a sense of pride anc
honour and indeed everyone at SPCE would feel the same. It was also time to give a seriou
thought to one’s future. So came out the GRE Baron’s and IMS CAT books that suddenl;
transformed people. Far from jumping around in the corridor, now people could be seer
huddled behind the books; making SPCE look like a true Engineering college.

As I near the end of my term and look back at all these cherished memories, it amaze
me to note that I have never stopped growing in this institution as a student as a person an
as an Engineer. And it indeed is the case with every fresher that joins this college. There is &
much that this college has taught me; the times that I have spent here, the friends I hav
made and the experiences that I have had; its almosta second home to me. If I were to revis
my list of rankings, SPCE would be certainly number one. This place is different from other
in a way that it is of the students, for the students and mostly by the students. As a student,
have never found any serious reason to complain about. All the credit of course goes to th
faculty, administration and staff who have always been behind the students in all their cause
& also to the ethos and spirit of SPCE'ites. It is this spi-it that I will carry along with me whe
I say good-bye to this institution and reminisce about my time here. It would be difficult t
leave the comfort of this place but my ‘Final submission would then have been satisfactoii
completed within the walls of SPCL duly signed & sealed’.

Ansh:: Go
(B. .. Mech

- An English soldier, an American solider and a Russitn soldier found themselves sharir
4 tent while on a military exercise, and the conversation turned towards how well fed each

them was.

“In the Russian army we have 2000 calories of food a day” said the Russian.

“Well”, said the Englishman, “In the British army we are given 4000 calories
food a day.”

“That's nothing”, said the American, “in the US army we have 8000 calories
food a day”.

At this the Russian got very annoyed. “Nonsense”, he said, “how could one man eat
much cabbage.”
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~ ELECTRICAL : .Always playing &
climbing on electrical pole

7
CIVIL : Always carrying bricks in
banjara dress.

MECHANICAL : .Even after
completing BE you will see them
in SPCE gym playing TT for want

of a job

ELECTRONICS & COMPUTER : .
You will see this SPCE engineers in
chor bazaar selling electronics toys

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY : .
hgat =4 ! = !
information travellers
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THAT EVENING

We spoke a lot that day
Nothing stopped us
Neither the strong breeze
Nor did the grumbling trees

She laughed and laughed
Till her eyes poured out tears
The sound of her laughter
Still echoes through my ears

She shared her sorrows

That wept behind her innocent smile
It was only happiness with which

For long she couldn’t reconcile

I kept listening to her

As calmly as I could do

Even the breeze had stopped
Probably it was listening too

We reaches her doorstep and
Thus came a pause

She was a different person then
Don’t know what was the cause

Then I felt something
Something I was totally unaware
My heart was beating harder

[ couldn’t even give her a stare

She left saying nothing
And I walked to my home
Everything grew silent
The trees stopped swirling

And the winds went for a nap

Even my heart stopped beating
And rightly so,

I had lost it, at her dnﬂrstcp

Suryakant S. Raikar

S.E. Electrical




LIFE IS A DREAM.........SO DREAM !

Life..... what is it? Nobody has understood it, till today. Few people say Life is this, Life is
that, blah....

But I say life is a dream. Dream it everyday, get lost in it, enjoy every bit of it and then
come out of it. Some people will contradict me, saying that dreams are useless and they take
you away from reality and some will even go to the extent of saying that he is a coward who
runs away from reality and plunges into the ocean of dreams.

Just imagine, thinking of the practical conditions around you, day in and day out. It will
turn any person into a maniac in a few days. And on the other hand if you dream for some
time you fantasize about something, at least for that time you will be happy thinking that
everything is going the way you wantit to go. Itis in dreams only, that knowingly or unknowingly
you develop an ambition in yourself, set goals for yourself and also find many simple ways to
achieve them.

Dreaming is also a very good timepass. When you are not doing anything, start dreaming.
Dream yourself to be someone of whom you have never thought, fantasize about it with full
freedom, without any bondages, in your own spe cial way. Dreaming is an activity, which opens
many options for you in your life. It gives you pseudo enthusiasm to work on certain things. It

~ becomes a driving force in many ambitious activities. It’s only in dreams that you will be doing

the most difficult and heroic activities.

It's also correct that when your dreams don’t come true, you feel low. You think you have
lost and are fit for nothing. Butit's a part of the game. When you are building castles in the air
keep in mind that they are built in air; so if they break you should accept it with equal
enthusiasm. I would go to the extent of saying that use this failure as a fuel for your next
dream. Dream higher next time, prepare in a better way and go for it in full swing. And it’s
rightly said that, “Failure is the first step towards success’.

Life is difficult without an impossible dream. Just have an impossible dream, and go for
it. You will surely become more successful in this attempt as compared to the success without
the dream. It won’t be wrong to call them ‘Pacemakers’ of our life.

You should also know to make proper use of your dreams. If you are using them for
anyone's harm, then you are denying yourself the real hidden pleasures of dreaming, for the
well being of mankind. Hence it won't be wrong to say that

“Dreaming is also an art".
Abhay Chawan
S. E. Electrical
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LIGHTS OF DARKNESS

Handsome and bold conquering the world
with its cloak of darkness and hues of gold.
The orange sun dips in the deep blue sea,
the dwindling light instills fear in me.

“will I see light again?”, I wonder aloud.

The answer's writ large on the frowning cloud.
The night, I gather, is here to stay.

I cannot escape, fate shall have its way.

Darkness turns my lair into an alien land.

Allis lost in the shadows, with loneliness alone I stand.
Friends seem strange, strangers seem stranger.

My instincts betray me, each step does my life endanger.

The farthest sound now seems still farther.

My own voice to me sounds like another's,

Cold, scared and Scarred; fear plays havoc in my heart.
Swaying emotions tear my soul apart.

As destiny its play-strings on me does tie,

A streak of gold runs across the sky.

It burns a flame in the heart of me.

From these shackles, for once, I try to break free.

As all emotions merge to give the colour of gloom.
That tinge of hope makes life into a sunlit bloom.
It is what paves for the loser the winning way. Gaurav Shanbhag
Once again hope has saved the day. F. E. Electronics

i B

WHY MACHINES ARE BETTER THAN GIRLS

Machines don’t ditch you.

An accident with a machine may cost your limbs, butan accident with a girl will cost your
heart.

Machines have lower maintenance costs.

Machines are generally more obedient.

A new girl makes more noise than a new Machine.
Machines work for boys, but boys have to work for girls,

Machines are not subject to vanity.




| 11. Machines only have to be greased, girls have to be buttered. (grease is cheaper than butter)

| 8. Machines don't complain of negligence.
? 9. Machines come with better accessories.

‘ 10. A machines is not upset when you look at other machines, but a girl is upset when you
look at other girls. -

12. Some machines come with volume control.

13. Machines don’t have birthdates which have to be remembered. [f

But friends, howsoever we may agree with the above facts, a machine can never take the |
place of ‘the girl in your life’.

Compiled By,

Narayan Nair

Mayank Tripathi

Lalit Prasari

Neeraj Sonalkar

S. E. MECHANICAL

MECHA TRAITS

1. Mechanical engineering is like a fan. If you are ahead, ‘ 4
its a breeze, if you are behind, it sucks.

2. Precision in mechnical engineering |
- measure with a vernier calliper A

- mark with a chalk

- hit with a sledge hammer

el

A mechanical student has a well greased tongue.

4, Specialisations of mechanical engineering |
- 1st year:- I F

M.D. maiden dreaming |
- 2n year:- 1§l

SOM  Study of maidens n
ASOM Advanced study of maidens nl
- 3rd year:- | r
TOM Taming of maidens a
DOM Ditching of maidens —
- 4th year:- Wi
MD  maiden (re) desiging. = =
5. Two years of orthographic projection have perfected =‘.‘
ro
Qo
(&
o=

the mechanical students perception of missing views.

6. And yes, we not only know how to see, but to c++.

(45)



M'am

Student
M'am
Student
M'am
Student
M'am
Student
M'am
Student

M'am

Student

M’am

Student
M'am
Student
M'am
Student
M'am
Students
M’am
Student
Student
M'am

COMPU-MANIA

{ Here is a conversation between a prof. and a student
during the submission of c.p. journal)

(Reviews the journal presented by the student). “ You were supposed to submit
this last week, you're 7 days late 1"

“My system does not have CACHE MEMORY”

I'also asked you to prepare algorithms and flowcharts, where are they?
MULTI-TASKING Feature is not available

But this journal has so many mistakes |

The file was infected by VIRUS |

Where is the last and important testpaper ?

EOF (End of Life) encountered.

You have not left any space for my comments |

SYSTEM OVERLOAD, INSUFFICIENT MEMORY |

By now you must know how to write a journal. This is the second time you are
preparing this journal. .

Initially it is always ABORT, RETRY, FAILS |

But last time you promised me, if I give you more time, you will
improve yourself,

IF/ ELSE/ END IF Type mismatch.

Oh! You really are an inefficient and lhusg,F creatre |

It is by DEFAULLT.

[ even received some complaints about your behaviour at computer Iab !
I am not USER FRIENDLY,

You don't even let other students see your files.

All my function are READ ONLY,

I'really made a mistake in understanding your behaviour.
DATA TYPE MISMATCH.

M’am....What about my Termwork ?

SYSTEM HANG UP.

Press ALT+ CTRL+ DEL.

|
|
|
|

Mandar D, Patil |
S.E.Electrical |




YOU H@VE GOT M@IL

The internet has become ubiquitous & an integral part of life. To explore the funny
side of internet, I have put together a sneak preview of the INBOX of many an interesting
character:-

1] ENGINEERS
SENDER SUBJECT SIZE
1. Spceite @work.com This is cool, Fwd;Fwd 40k
2. Spceite @entertainment.com Enjoy
(carefull), Fwd; Fwd 300k
3. Spceite @social service.com Free cd’s, Fwd; Fwd 30k
4. Hotmail @fooledu.com Could not deliver mail 10k
5. Hotmail staff Warning: Your inbox is over crowded 10k
6. VSNL Warning: Don't use hacked passwords 30k

2] COMMERCE & ART STUDENTS

See my pics in the profile. 700k

|
|
|
|
i
I
|
SENDER SUBJECT SIZE |
1. Yahoo @request.com Pls don’t hack our site atleast ! 20k ‘
2. Reena @nm.com I Love You 200k |
3. Jeena @mithibai.com I Love You 400k |
4. Chava @xavier's.com She ditched me man! 50k |
5. Papa @angry.com No more pocket money son! 40k |
6.  Urgirl @fuming.com What were u doing with l
jeena yesterday ? . 500k :
3] AJIT AGARKAR ;
SENDER SUBJECT SIZE |
1. Zero(x) @offer.com Proposal for endorsing our products 0k l
2. Indiafans @abuses.com  *#41l# 500k ‘
3. Australian team@grateful.com Thanks a lot 3k I
4. Darasingh @help.com Join my ‘akhada’ 20k |
5. Shoaib Akthar @zoom.com Hal Hal Ha! Ha! 600k a
4] DEEPAMEHTA ==
SENDER SUBJECT : SIZE E
1. Lord @server.com What the hell is going on? 40k =
2. Shabana @baldy.com Money for a wig ?? 20k =
3. Akshaykumar @why.com  Iam confused ! 1k N
4. Arun Jaitley @bymistake.com I signed o
the permission for the movie in my sleep 20k o
5. Madonna @__ _ .com Saw fire; was good. Want to act in ‘water’. o
|
i




#DISHH' oNNn__ . .

5] PAKITERRORIST
SENDER
1. ISl @desperate.com
2.  Musharaff @nuke.com
3. ISl @hapless.com
4. Raw @PR department.com
6] LALOO
SENDER
1. Yahoo staff
2. Yahoo staff
3. Yahoo staff
4, Yahoo staff
5. Yahoo staff
6. Yahoo staff

SUBJECT

That’s Paki embassy, u fools |

Cau u kidnap Madhuri ?

Get off the PIA fight !l

Yes, churchgate at 6 p.m. would be suitable

for ur purpose. Thank u for ur enquiry.

SUBJECT

Welcome, new user

No, cows can’t have an account
No, can’t send ‘chara’& ‘milk’ through ur account

No, can’t have ur nephew as our CEO

No, don't want to shift H.Q). to Bihar
Account terminated

SIZE

50k
20k
100k
80k

SIZE

10k
20k
30k
40K
50k
500k

Anshu Goel

B. E. Mechanical

ONCE IN A LIFETIME

I am so lucky to have found you

Once in a lifetime
You find someone

Who touches not only your ‘heart’

But also your soul

Once in a lifetime

You discover someone
Who stands ‘beside you’

Not aver you

You find someone

Who loves you for who

You are and

Not for who you

Would be

Once in a life time

If you are lucky enough

You find someone

The way ‘I' found ‘You'

(48)
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After Mambo No. b
Here is Genie in the bottle, who will try

Believe me friends, its not a lie
this is the number for which I'll die
I've toiled in cold and heat

To see this number in my marksheet.

A song with me, every engineer will sing
we want the 40’s under one wing

We will sacrifice all our pleasure

To have a glimpse of this priceless treasure

One by one we score the marks
Still 40 seems to be in the dark
All of us are in a fix

Is this number really a jinx ?

The university loves this number too
No doubt gives it to very few

Those who get it sing songs of joy
The other think of some other ploy

I too want to have its taste

But all my efforts seem to go in waste
I don’t know what more to study
Please Mr. 40, please be my buddy

S.E. Electrical
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FRIENDSHIP

A friend is someone, who cares,

A friend is someone, who shares,

Life’s pattern of joy and sorrow,

When the whole world is against you,

A friend is someone, who stands by you,

Without caring for tomorrow.

A friend is someone, who brings a smile on your face,

However bad your day has been;

This world is a far better place,

Because of a friend and his friendship seen.

A friend is someone, who tells you the truth,

However sweet or bitter it may seem;

He may please you or tease you,

He may scold you or praise you,

But he loves you and you love him.

If life be a rose bush,

Then friendship is a rose;

Albeit a little difference there is,

Roses will fade as roses do,

But not a friendship that is true.
Neeraj Sonalkar
S.E. Mechanical

'

RULES OF LIFE

Never put off till tomorrow

What you can do today,
Never trouble others simply

Or you will have to repay,
Ny Never spend }rdur money

before you have it,
Never buy useless things
\ therefore, think a bit.
', Nothing is troublesome

that we do willingly,
l J Interest in work only

will lend pleasure to thee,
Than how much pain

evil has caused us,
More happiness than that

Our good deeds will give us.
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! I want to know the reason why,

| I'stare at the stars in the sky,

‘ Remaining aloof I love don’t I?

} Why do I run madly after a butterfly?
[ Looking at flowers why do I shy? '
{ On seeing thorns why does it make me cry ?
|

But I smile to my self and time passes by.

Home is the best place to dwell,

Where the heart can peacefully prevail, ity

Even God cannot compare, :

His Heaven with my home, so rare. | (
iy

|
|
‘ SWEET HOME
|
|
|

TIME

Yesterday was in the past,
Tomorrow is yet to come,
I know today can never last,

As time passes very fast,
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The unforgettable affair took place during end of my schooling in North Bengal.

It was a classic case of love at first sight. T was sublimated by her breath taking beauty.
She stood at a tantalizing distance, attired in a soothing green flowing dress that was accentuated
by the snow white collar.Diamonds appeared studded on her forehead that shimmered in the
glimmer of the morning sun. Gradually, my eyes traced her curvaceous profile which apparently
was the craftmanship of some one bestowed with supernatural skills. Her majestic stance
testified the tranquil nature concealed under the captivating grab.

It was a rainwashed winter moving with unlimited visibility. Lush greenery sprawled in
an unending spectacle all around. The orb of the sun had just begun to peep out of the
horizon.

A silent communication had been establisii A ** siantly. Time stood still and T was being
heralded into the domain of cosmic consummation. I wanted to extend my hand to feel her,
but she was so near and yet so beyond my reach.

A nagging honk from my friend’s car shook me out of my reverie. With a cap on his
head resting at a jaunty angle, he winked most mischievously and uttered “Beauty, isn't she ?”
“Yeah”, was my curt reply, for I didn't fancy his street-romeo style of appraising this wonderful
creation of God.

Surprisingly, there was no wave of jealousy that swept me. The name KANCHAN........
appeared to be born out of Tegor's poetic imagination. I had realized she was too magnificent
to be just one man’s possession. But she may not know she had become a wonderful obsession
with many. I felt that she was “Made one with Nature”

For several days that followed, I found every meeting of ours leaving a lasting impression
detaching me from the lone ties. On days when the dust in suspension or the low clouds
happened to be drifting in, I was disappointed. For she was elusive on these days.

Fidelity being my forte, I couldn’t carry the burden of this secret affair in my heart for
long. I had pledged to share everything and confide totally in my sweet heart Reshma. And I
did one fine evening.

What followed was a nightmarish experience. But my good track record convinced her
to postpone her break-off until she had met the third vertex of the triangle.

With the first streak of dawn, we were heading towards my rendezvous. My Reshma
made no attempt to conceal the fury of the savage emotions churning up inside her.

As we reached the site where I had experienced joy unknown to many lesser mortals,
the sun’s golden hues illuminated the whole amphitheater.

My sweet heart alighted from the car, banged the door shut and looked questioningly in
my direction as no living soul was in her field of view.

And then I pointed towards the delightful creation.

There far away stood the magnificent KANCHANJUNGA, in it’s pristine glory, with its
snow-capped peaks shimmering in the sunshine. Her majestic stance towering to 8,568 meters
stretched far into the world of sublimation.

Sudipita Basu
(S. E. Mech.)
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-: DISHA CROSSWORD :-

1 - 3 7
8 9

10 11 12 13

14 15 16
17 18
19 20 21 |22 23

24 |25 26 |27
28 |29 |30 31 32 33 34
38 39 |40 a1 |42

43 44 45 46

47 (48 |49 50 51 52 |53 |54
55 56 57
58 59 80 61
62 .53 64

Across :- 1) Whale Basics 5) Fire Remains 8) For One Time Only 10) Skillful Speaker 12) Behave 13) Therefore
14) Divide 15) Trusiworthy 18)Purchase 19) *Better than the Best' is their slogan 91} French Beard 24) Weight
Capacity of a Container 26) Donkey 28) Sicilian Voleano 31) Clean and Orderly 33) ‘Ha-Ku-Na-Ma-Ta-Ta" King
35) Region of Control Abby 36) Story 37) Swirling Patch of Water 38) Suaight Forward 41) Terminated
43) Angeles 47) A Management Degree 50) Nose and Jaws of Animal 52) Academy Awards Are Known as

Awards 55) Oviparous Creature 56) Sick 57) Unit of Measurement 58) Estimated Time of Arrival Abby
59) Graphical Symbol on Computers Screen 60) (oal 62) Disprove 63) Large Bag 64) Radiations. '

Down i 1) Honorable Man is Addresed as 9} Brain Drain Centre 3) Carnival Game, ‘Short "4) Part of
Q.E D 5) One of the Three Articles ) Rub Hard 7) Helium 8) A Palindrome 9)Male Child 11) Drayer Closure
15) Pigmouse 16) Sink to a Lower Level 17) of Emerald 20) S.P.C.E.'s Extravaganza 21) Very Good 22) Tight
(losare 23) A Lot of 25) We can Learn a lot from this small Insect 27) Sledge 29) A Group of Three 30) Neither,__
29) Galf Accessory 34) Unusual 38) ‘Dumband __"39) A dos Command 40) Invigorating Medicine 42) 12 p.m.
44) Siaguiar Performanance 45) Nightmare for an Enginee ring Student 46) Weep 48) Cut with the Teeth
45) Sesmuic People of Middle East 51) A long Bone of Forearm 53) Mark of Wound 54) 'China’s 'N' =
57) Wisnme Fluid 59) In 1998 This was Tntroduced in SPCE 61) Egoistic Word,

compiled by:

[ See Pase No. 55 for the Solutions. | Kuldeep A. Patil
T. E. Mech.
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THE F-WORD

I have to admit-my life revolves around a four letter word starting with ‘F’ | No, it isn't
what you're thinking, it's F-O-O-D. There’s not a day or even a night, when food is not on my
mind, Nothing dissuades me-not the long gone days of rotundity and the ‘in’ look of anorexic
buleimia (or is it buleimic anorexia?); not the choleraic and gastroentritic beseeches on the
roadside; not the veritable hole created in my pocket by these (mis) adventures, nothing. I
go about the pursuit of food with single-minded devotion: single - minded, since [ refer here
not to the elitist denizens of continental cuisine, but our very own desi delights. Having lived
in almost all parts of India, [ have always been fascinated by the unique culinary flavor of
each place, more than its language or landscape.

Cut to Delhi, our redoubtful national durbaar. When the durbaaris are not squabbling
over political inconsistencies, they are tucking into gol-gappas (the north Indian version of
pani puris) and chhole-bature. Delhi, with its famous roadside fare, has bureaucrats and
ministers stopping their red-light cars in front of the Shahjahan Road Chatwallah to wolf
down their favourite dish. Come winter, and jalebis and malpuras beckon you from the glass
windows (of dubious hygiene, but who cares |) of Sundar Nagar, Nathu's Sweets and countless
others. In fact , Delhi dedicates an entire locality, parathonwalligalli, in Chandni Chowk to
food ! Here, parathas, of 160 varieties are dabbed with dollops of ‘desi’ ghee and are
accompanied by fresh buffalo cream and chilli pickles. They are divine-I shall say no more.

The rest of north-India, with its Angithis, Dampukths and Tandoors (stoves and modes
of cooking used by the Mughals) has an exotic blend of the native and imbibed cuisines.

Wertward bound, we get to Maharashtra, Goa-and Gujarat, deceptively near, but defiantly
different, as far as food goes. So while Goa revels in fish, prawns and lobster (with brown rice
and curried coconuts); Gujarat is predominantly vegetarian. Yet, Gujarati cuisine is the most
vareigated and tastebud-tingling. Be it the snacktime favourites like dhokla, khamani-sey,
khakra or the more formal, rotli, kadi and undhiya; the sweet-sour taste and rich flavour are
any dieter’s dilemma. And Ahemedabad’s legendary hospitality, in upper-class restaurants
like ‘Mirch Masala” and ‘Vrushaala' and in the Gujarat home-next-door alike, makes you
want to say on there. Waiting, for the next meal.

Enter Maharashtra, with its rustic and earthy charm, extending to its cuisine, What is
sought in American nutrition programmes is easily available in their regular meal of Poli,
Bhaji, Amti, Waran and Koshimbir. A special mention has to be made of the king of all
sweets-the shrikhand. Though cumbersome to prepare, its melting-in-the-mouth softness,
followed by the inevitable puckering due to the sourness, makes this an all-time favourite. In
fact, the taste of Satara in Jhunka-Bhakri, of Konkan in Kokum sherbet, of Pune in
Chittalebandhu’s Bakarwadi makes me think-in Maharashtra, everything is an all time
favourite.

Cosmopolitanism takes a backseat as I foray into that bastion of uniqueness-South India.
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These deliberately conformist, mathematics-obsessed, US-headed people are compulsively
finicky about food. Every South-Indian, worth his filter coffee, will have an opinion about its
colour, flavour and serving technique. This chauvinism extends to the main, three -course
elaborate meal of Sambar, Rasam and Tair Sadam, (Curd-rice for the uninitiated) And the
varieties are mind-boggling. With a slight change in the tadka, dal or sequence of additives,
permutations of over &0 types of Sambar and rasam can be made ! Ditto for pacchadi (a
Tamilian version of Salad) and thohayil (a Tamilian version of chutney). Tamilnadu is
characterised by its smmaculately kept Udipi joints, with banana leaves and stainless-steel
tumblers. The now famous idlis, dosas and vadas or their less known cousins like Adais,
Pasarettu, Upma are served in their most authentic version here. Kerala has its special coconut-
based delights like Avial. Pradaman, Olan. Thoran-all typical of Kerala, the place : simple, but
of distinguished taste.

Eastern India has as vet evaded me, but it won't be for long. The cham-cham, mishti-
doi, phuchka, rosogolias arc like an elusive invitation, promising sensual bliss and untold
delights. I'll make it there S007.

Until then, to my generation, may you be under the spell of the F-Word, in my sense,

that is !
Shobha Vasudevan

(T. E. Computers)

« ANSWERS OF THE CROSSWORD :-

ACROSS :-

1) Switcher 5) Ash 8) Once 10) Orator 12) Act 13) So 14) Cut 15) Trusty 18) Buy 19) Sansui
91) Gs 24) Tare 26) Ass 98) Etna 31) Neat 33) Lion 35) Roc 36) Tale 37) Eddy 38) Direct
41) Ended 43) Los 47) Mba 50) Snout 52) Oscar 55) Bird 56) 111 57) Inch 58) Eta 59) Icon
60) Aim 62) Rebut 63) Sack 64) Rays.

DOWN :-

1) Sir 2) IIT 3) Circuit 4) Erat 5) An 6) Scrub 7) He 8) Otto 9) Boy 11) Amen 13) Sty
16) Subside 17) Isle 20) SPACE 21) Great 22) Seal 23) Many 25) Ant 27) Sled 29) Tri 30) Nor
32) Tee 34) Odd 38) Dumber 39) Cls 40) Tonic 42) Noon 44) Solos 45) Kt 46) Cry 48) Bite
49) Arab 51) Ulna 53) Scar 54) Chia 57) Ink 59) IT 61) My.

Compliled by,

Kuldeep A. Patil
T. E. Mech.




A

%DISHG' 2NNN—

4 /7

!

L= DISHA' 2000-

g
[ir

PLASTICS

Plastics | This material on which we depend so much for our daily convenience and
which is so much a part of our lives. Everywhere there’s plastic. Home, work, industry, travel,
fun.... all the time we are using it and are unaware of the consequences. So what is wrong with
the use of plastic anyway ??

Here are a few points to ponder :-

Every thing in nature is cyclic. From the water that we drink to the air that we breathe,
everything has a habit of being used, destroyed, recreated and reused. Our existence is based
on these fundamental laws of nature. But man throughout the ages has been responsible for
disturbing this balance. Today this is being done in an ever increasing rate by a new villain -
Plastic.

We use paper made from wood, cement made from sand and lime, metals that come
from the Earth and many other things that come from the Earth and go back to it. Even our
own bodies go back to the Earth. This decomposition is very important for the Natural Balance.
But plastics have the amazing property of remaining as they are for thousands of years. This is
because they are formed by complex polymerisation processes that involve the application of
extremely high temperature and pressure. These conditions are not availabale naturally and
hence they cannot be decomposed naturally. The result is that the plastic that we use and
which ultimately lands up in the waste bin, accumulates in nature to stay for a long long time
to come. This disturbs the ecological balance and affects our planet.

We all need plastic. But the problem is thatwe do not use it in a responsible way. We
depend a lot on plastics for obvious reasons, but we also use plastics where we can avoid it. The
best example is the use of the convenient plastic bag. It makes life easier in so many ways. But
the bags which get thrown in the garbage have many many disastrous consequences.

Look all around you. Do you observe dirty streets and clogged gutters ? Recently we have
had reports about the BMC's negligence of the drainage system and the excessive prolonged
flooding of certain areas of the city. But the reason why so many drains are getting blocked is
the accumulation of plastic bags in them., May animals die because of choking plastic bags. A
cow was found dead with 25 kg. of disposable plastic bags stuck in the stomach.

Some might say why not burn it ? You can burn plastic and forget about it.. forget about
it - well not exactly. When plastic is burnt, it gives off extremely poisonous gases that are a
health hazard. These gases cause the spread of various diseases like cancer and respiratory
disorders. Some of those gases are called greenhouse gases. They are responsible for the
destruction of the ozone layer (The Ozone layer is a covering of Ozone gas sorrounding the
earth which protects us from the harmful rays of the Sun). Damage to the Ozone layer is
irrepairable. As we lose our protection, the harmful rays of the Sun reach us in increasing
proportions,




As we go on polluting the Earth with more plastic waste, more and more drains will get
blocked and we may have a city which in the rainy season is uninhabitable. The burning of
plastic will continue to pump greenhouse gases into the atmosphere until there is almost no
Ozone left and a time will come when the sunrays will be so harmful that we will not be able to
go out in the sun anymore. The ecological rain cycles will be thrown out of gear and rains will
be unpredictable. The gasss in the atmosphere will bring poisonous acid rain. The dumping
of waste plastic will move from she cities into the rural areas and that will spoil the agriculture.
Then the illegal dumping of wasie in the seas will destroy the marine life. We will be surely left

with a planet which is not fit for mng.

All these things might seem grim but there is a lot that we can and should do. Say no Lo
plastic. We can start by refusing to use plastic wherever possible. We had alte rnatives to plastic
and we have them now. Batwe must be willing to sacrifice a bit of convenience in favour of the
Earth. We must use paper bags instead of plastic. It is easily possible if we first understand the
need and accepta personal responsibility to prevent plastic. People have already started the
drive to wipe out plastic bags Som the market, plastic cups, plates, cutlery, and all plastic
disposable articles. Remember you have to start from yourself and spread the message. Never
be discouraged or embarrassed to s3y 0o 10 stubborn people.

The first step 10 help practically withoul much sacrifice is the three tier formula REFUSE-
REUSE-RECYCLE. To discourage the use of plastic by refusing plastic bags (use cloth bags),
refuse plastic wherever 2 whenever possible. That itself will make a big difference. Wherever
it is not possible to awoid plastic, g0 for the items that can be reused and recycled. Use thick
plastic containers and bags i wash and reuse them. Never be embarrassed to do this, it
helps. The littie effort s wash and reuse plastic means that everytime you reuse you prevent
the pollution by 50%. When you've used up the utility of any article, don’t dump it just
anywhere More importantiy do not dump it in public places, The general tendency is to dump
waste like food maserial and other organic material packed in plastic does not allow air to
reach the material inside and does not allow moisture to escape out. This results in the growth
of harmful , disease spreashng anaerobic bacteria. Do not use plastic to hold other waste
material. Always recycle your plastic. The reason a large amount of plastic is not recycled is
that it is too painful to separate it from other waste. Dispose plastic waste separately so that it
is profitable and casy for wasie collectors to send it for recycling. Every bit of plastic recycled is

pollution prevented by 35%. Every bit counts.

If we want 1o prescrve this unique and amazing planet of ours then we must learn to
respect its rules and o Bve in harmony with them. By the heavy use of unnatural things like
plastics, we are distarbing 3 fragile balance. It's a bigger problem than we like to think, and
getting bigger all the tme. We can ignore it and move on, but it won't go away like that. We
have the power 1o prEserve O Gestroy. But we need the will to use it. All it takes is a bit of effort,

Utpal Aradhye
(T. E. Comps.)

“Sld S

N
G
C
€




. N T e s e

Want a Ticket

to the United States ?
«= Turn to the Last Page
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BHAVAN’S
BOOK STALL

For School, College, Microbiology, Technical & Management Books,
Stationery Articles, Presentation Articles, Engineering Materials, Story Books, |
General Books, Games & All Occasion Greetings & Xerox Work. |
Rexine Binding & Embossing Work.

Bhavan’s College Campus, Munshi Nagar,
Andheri (West), Mumbai - 400 058,
Tel. : 623 28 39 / 623 73 81
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Prof. A. S. CHAVAN (viCE PRESIDENT-GYMKHANA COMMITTEE), LEENAW. (LADIES!
Standingfrom Lo R - NILESH R. (SPORTS SECRETARY) DEVANG D. (CULTURAL SECRETARY),

REPRESENTATIVE)

ETARY), PRANIL N. (GENERAL SECRETARY)

KARTHIK R. (MAGAZINE SECR

S ||
THE MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Mrs. MADHAVI GOKHALE (EX-OFFICIO),
Standing from L to R - PRANIL NAIK (EDITOR-MARATHI)

SIDDHARTH NASHINEY (EDITOR-HINDI, CO-EDITOR-ENGLISH)
KASTHIK RANGANATHAN (MAGAZINE SECRETARY, EDITOR-ENGLISH)
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THE SPACE COMMITTEE

Space Inaugurated

The Space Crew Chilling
Out With Maria Goretti

06 Gmgr.
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Space Se Pyar To Hona Hi Tha
Jaspinder Narula &
Peenaz Masani
Judging Duet Singing

The smile says it all.
Winners of huge cash prizes
at Rampage.

Judging to the tune of Swaranjali
Shaan, Sukhdec & Parvati Khan

Masters of Choreography -
Saroj Khan & Ahmed Khan
Fitness King Mickey Mehta
at VISUAL IMPACT
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‘Microsoft Cyberciti' -
A RUNAWAY HIT !

Masti at the Carnival Village

Gaming Enthusiasts have a
ball at ‘Microsoft-Cybercit

Getting into the festive spirit with
tattoos at the Carnival Village



MNewspapers never looked
more fashionable than at
‘Dress Your Best'
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Sifting works of art at Fine Arts

‘Space Jam' goes hi-tech
with Computer Buzzers

Even Anu Kapoor doesn't have
computers for Antakshari
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The hi-energy home team
on a roll at the Visual Impact

Terrific entertainment at
PANACHE
The Personality Contest

The CLASSICAL NITE-
drawing a full house




The bizarre bazaar of
INDBAZAAR at SPACE

The magic mantra of TANTRA
draws crowds at the
Carnival Village

-------
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Choose your pick from
various stalls at SPACE

A Joyous moment marking
the end of SPACE-2000
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Doses of the best medicine - A rib-tickling performance by Shri Shirish Kanekar

LioR Pranil Naik (G.s), Dr. S.Y. Mhaiskar (Vice-Principal)
Prof. A. S. Chavan (Vice President - Gymkhana Committee) Dr. R. S. Mate (Principal),
Shri Ajit Inamdar (Chief Guest) Smt. Rekha Inamdar at the Annual Day Function
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THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AT THE CROSS ROADS

DECAYING GROWTH OR GROWING DECAY-A PARADOX

R. SUBRAHMONIA AYYAR

| Dr.

1. The present day scenario

Itis an indisputable fact that the fast changing trends of rapid industrialisation based

: \ on globalisation and liberalisation have resulted in several mile-stones of achievement in India
|
|
a

like self sufficiency in food, nearly eight fold increase in gross domestic product and about 2.6
times rise in per capital income. The country can really be proud of the significant success and
industrial growth that has been created in recent times by a new cadre of Indian entrepreneurs
like Azim Hasham Premjiand N. R. Narayanamurthy, to mention onlya few. But, unfortunately,
the rate of growth of the dominant technology. On the other hand, the chasm between the

privileged and the underprivileged is widening.

One of the reasons seems to be the lack of proportionate growth of infrastructural

|

|

| facilities which will greatly help the knowledge based economy to reach the major portion of
| ‘ the population living in rural environments. There is thus a clear divide between those who
|
|

have access to the information superhighways and are benefiting from it and those who are

deprived of the same.

Ofcourse, all such infrastructural facilites will involve mammoth inputs in the form of-
wide spectrum of construction projects, But with the available space and resources for
construction dwindling at an exponential rate, the cons truction industry has to be continuosly
on the quest for new knowledge based optimization techniques to develop functionally efficient

|
|
l structures, new construction materials and efficient management systems to ensure quality,
1l major financiers for the

speed and economy. Even today, gove rnmental agencies are the
construction industry although the construction managem entis mostly in the hands of private

contractors who are largely in the unorganised sector.

©

© This dichotmey has resulted in the government acting as master-dictators entrapped

© by legal red-tapism any clear vision or strategy rather than as facilitators encouraging quality
conscious innovations to suit the changing needs. The construction managers thus lose the
initiative and dynamism and are focussed on satisfying the rules and regulation more in letter

g than in spirit and on optimizing their margin of profit.

E An appaling outcome of this is the large number offailures of substandard structures.
Never has the public been made so aware of structural failures as it has been in the last decade

when we have witnessed several failures of recently constructed bridges and buildings.
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2. The track record of the past in contrast to the present

Although there have been failures in earlier times, they were few and were mainly
attributable to netural causes like hurricanes, tornadoes and earthquakes the effects of which
were not clearly understood at that time. But,with today's comprehensive knowledge of these
factors and with the use of high quality materials and improved construction techniques, it is
paradoxical to explain the large number of failures of recently constructed structures. What
are the lacunae in the construction process that can be blamed for this growth in structural
decay ? Several reasons have been given like innovative but not well understood structures,
changing technologies, improper use of unrelated computer programmes, failure to ensure
adequate quality control and field supervision etc. but, the crucial factor seems to be the
change in the ‘concept-to-construction’ process itself.

3. The earlier route

All those who graduated from engineering institutions nearly three to four decades
back had undergone very comprehensive courses in design and drafting. Consequently when
they were entrusted with any job, they were completely familiar with all the minutest structural
details because they were the ones who did the design and prepared the working drawings
without compromising or economising on the time and effort needed for these crucial phases.

The architects and the structural engineers worked in complete union to finalise all
the drawings and then only they were issued to the prospective bidders. The conditions implied
were that the plans should be perfect, the bids should be tight, ambiguities should be few if
not totally absent and changes unacceptable since they only incresed the margin of profit for
the contractor through costexhaled extra items. Field supervision was done by qualified and
experienced engineers-cum-architects who managed efficiently a wide range of jobs at site
including quality control, labour and time management, scheduling of works etc. The whole
sequence enabled, encouraged, empowered and leveraged efficiency of the few dedicated
members of the team involved from the conceptual to the completion stage.

4. A kaleidoscopic view of the newly charted route

Prime facie, it should be accepted that today'a projects are larger and more complicated,
factors of safety are reduced, high strength materials are used, limitstate designs are in vogue
and interactive computer programs are extensively applied. Obviously, these are factors, which
mainly facilitate improvement in quality, speed and economyand can in no way cause structural
deterioration, The paradox is thus inexplicable and must therefore be attributed to the change
in the attitude and work ethics of all those involved in this industry, The probable causes for
the same need close scrutiny.

The first is the CiEgEtlEmtinn in the techincal education itself, With the proliferation of
technical institutions most of which lack the faculty competence and basic infrastructural
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the job is relegated to untrained services involving graduates or tradesmen who do not even
know to check the grade of concrete or quality of steel. Efficient engineers may be poor
businessmen but efficient businessmen are extremely poor engineers and hence do not
attribute due importance and allocate adequate funds for this crucial phase,

Thus, more and more nonprofessionals are heading professional service units Profit
motive being their prime interest, traditional ethics are being swept out of the door and
‘aggressive market cannibalism’ creps in. The ‘speciality store’ is being replaced by the
‘discount house’ which simply does not work in structural design and construction.

5. Concerns about the catastrophe and call for the future

Itis obvious that it is the change in the attitudinal apporach that encompasses many
elements which trigger off failures. We have developed sophisticated computer software and
innovative design concepts but we are not transmitting them effectively to the fabricators
and the contractors. Too many con ceptual and constructional chan ges are taking place
enroute from the planning to the realisation stage without anybody caring for the holistic
impact of these changes on structural safety. The paradox of the lack of collective responsibility
of the construction industry to the interests of the individual users is getting more and more
sharp. On the one hand, the presentday political atmosphere instigating terrorism, violence
and mob fury is taking its own share of destruction of public property. At the same time, it is
also disheartening to note that the total apathy of the captains of construction industry to
innovative strategies and employement of dedicated engineers with enthusiasm to concentrate
on quality, speed and economy is resulting in a large number of defective and deteriorating

structures. As Alwin Toffler, the author of ‘Future Shock? mentioned “We have the high tech .

but the high touch is lacking’. High touch needs extensive organizational changes of action
without sidestepping many of the crucial factors concerning public interest and safety.
Unfortunately today there is no strong voice mechanism from the public who are the main
stakeholders. This has resulted in the danger of a clear and persistent institutional decay
followed by professional performanance slippages.

The chasm between the expectations of the users and the inefficiency of the builders
mustbe eliminated to avoid future failure of structures, Agatha Christie said ‘An archeologist
is the best husband any woman can have - the older she gets, the more interested he is in
her’. Many of our archeological monuments bear testimony to the meticulous efforts that
have gone into their construction resulting in ever growing appreciation, Today's engineers
would like to see many of the present day structures withstand the ravages of time and stand
as monuments of excellence rather than decayand collapse thereby becoming the laughing
stock of the posterity. This noble mission can be achieved with ease ifwe develop the serenity
to accept the things that cannot be changed, the courage to change the things that can be
changed and the wisdom to know the difference,
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facilities to run the course programs effectively, the technical knowledge of the students passing
out of these institutions is abysmally low and totally inadequate to take up any meaningful
profession. The falling standards make the graduate level programs substantially mediocre
and irrelevant. Hence, the employers restrict their choice of selection usually to post graduate
studuents. But, even here the desired objectives are not fulfilled since the incorporation of
more theoretical subjects with no exposure to their practical relevance has only further widened
the gap between the academics and the profession.

The employers therefore jus tifiably complain that these students are not directly
employable in gainful jobs and require an incubation period of inhouse practical training
extending over varying periods of time. Consequently, these fresh men instead of blossoming
into competent professionals befitting a knowledge based economy become docile voices of
their masters most of whom are totally averse to innovative structural changes involving risk
factors. This coupled with the fact that the employment market for potential managerial cadres
peters out beyond the age of about 40 restricts the time frame for these young aspiring
engineers to develop their own role models for success based on their own initiative, dynamism,
creativity and vision.

The methodology and work ethics of the construction industry have also changed.
Today, for so called economic reasons, the ‘Concept-to-Contract’ process has changed over
to whatis called the ‘fast track mode’ with the developer or the owner donning the mantle of
the boss dictating his own terms and conditions to the architects and engineers. The owner/
developer belives that he can cut down on costs directly with the help of the contractor thereby
shortening the time from inception to completion.

The procedure involves a broad concept of the structures by the owner/developer who
directly engages a contractor to find out what will be the guaranteed maximum price (GMP)
for the project without even working out the detailed plans. Committing, to a ceiling of cost
and time schedule based on thumb rule calculation, the contractor presses for an early start
of construction which has to be preceded by a few essential prerequisites like getting statutory
clearances and ordering for materials. The structural engineer and the architect are then
pressurised to give rough designs since they don't have adequate time to prepare detailed
designs and working drawings. The contractors take these rough drawings for pricing and
evaluation. Work starts on a ‘fast track’ with no one clear about the exact design details and
sequencing. Adhoc decisions become the order of the day several modifications are done
during various phases of construction with consequent cost exhalation, extended time schedule
and several inherent structural weaknesses due to arbitrary changes effected enroute. The
whole scene becomes chaotically ludicrous. Obviously this is another prime contributory factor
for the degeneration and failure of many structures caused mainly due to the lack ofattention
to details under the compressed time schedule.

Lack of effective supervision at site is another factor of great concern and needs
corrective action. With the current meagre remuneration for the professional site supervision




THE GREAT GAMBLING

There used to be two gamblers A and B. Both had acquired such skills in gambling that
they were called “The Great Gamblers” of their time. It happened that both metand decided
to play a game. It was found that both had 50 bucks with them. So they putall the 100 bucks
on the table, The only rule to win the prize was that one had to win three games before the
other one could do so. When A had two games to his credit and B had one, the gambling was
to be given up. What would be the equitable way of dividing the prize between AandB?

What a silly question ! Just give 66 bucks to A and 34 bucks to B. This is the solution,

isn'tit?
Yes it is a solution, but a wrong one 1!

With this problem the foundation of probability was laid down by Pascal and Fermat.
Both of them worked together and came up with two solutions. First step of the solution is to
assume that both the gamblers have equal skills.

Now, for the first solution, let us suppose that A and B play one more game and that B
wins it, With two games to the credit of each player they should divide the prize equally, which
is to say that ‘A’ gets 50 bucks, before the next hypothetical game is played and this game
would be played to decide what to do with the remaining 50 bucks. Now both of them have
equal chances of winning, hence each would get 25 bucks for this round, ending up with 75
bucks for A and 25 bucks for B. ; ;

The other solution is still more elegant. B wins 100 bucks only if he wins two more
games in succession. Just like heads and tails, he has one in four chances for winning the
prize. Hence one fourth of the prize should go to him and the remaining to A.

Lalit Pasart
S. E. Mech
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STUDYING IN AMERICA

Inthe Academic year 1998/99 roughly 37000 students flew to the shores of America to pursue a deg
objective. Were these students chasing a mirage ? How effective was the promise of this degree and what v

the overall improvement these degrees brought about in the careers of the aspirants ? These and various off
questions are frequently raised by the students and concerned parents. .

Frequently figures are quoted to support the fact that engineers 'ship'ped‘ from India actually end
securing good jobs with salaries starting at $50,000 to $60,000. And these engineers are professionals w
have worked for just 2 to 3 years, They completed their BE from a reputed college and after working in compani
(especially the software industry) they land up with lucrative jobs in America. When compared to these engines
a student who intends to complete his MS would have spent2 yearsin college in America and he would end
earning roughly the same amount. Also, he would have spentmoney on his education.

These are very powerful arguments against a graduate education. When considered in isclation from ]
reality of the ground situation. The grad students (as they are called in America) will have spent 18 months
achieve their degree objective. In this period they would have been exposedto the latest advances in engineerin
And there is always the long term hidden benefitto consider in the case of these grad students. In today's wo

of changing technology, it essential to be equipped with the latest and the best available information. This
where the much vaunted colleges in America come in and that too strongly.

Importantly, the cost factor of atte nding these colleges can become negligible. In fact, the Americs
experience can become a fully funded one, To gain admission to the best colleges one needs to have performe
wellinthe GRE (scoring above 2000 out of 2400) orin the GMAT (scoring above 700 out of 800) in the SAT(scorin
above 1300 out of 1600). These scores when combined with a good academic background(80%-+in the 10th an
the 12th grade and 60% +in the graduation exams)present the student with the ideal stepping stone to not on)|
gaining admission but also getting scholarships in rankin g colleges scholarships are given on a variety ¢
factors thatinclude intellectual ability, reflected by the scores in school, the entrance exam tests (GRE, GMA
etc.), and the recommendation from professors in India Aid is also decided by the quality of the SOP (Statemer
of Purpose). The student must also take care to p
well. Once the file of application is complete and dispatched to the college admission office
on communicating with his could be professors an
least 3 months prior to the college reaching a decision on the admission.

This methodical approach to the vexedissue of gaining admission with scholarship can help make the
process an enjoyable one. In fact, this is the optimum method used by most consultants, including yours trul)
1o help deserving students gaina meaningful admit to a top ranking college, with aid in addition to the scholarships

the student can also hope to get assistantships worth $18,000. He is also entitled to work on campus for 2
hours per week and earn the minim um wages available,

Passing out of these top colleges would ensure that the grad student gets a jobs with a fortune 500
company and them too, on campus, His starting salary would be in the range of $60,000 to $70,000 at least and
there would be huge chances of promotions on a performance related approach. Of course, the MS/Ph. D

program would place him at a significant advantage over his not thus qualified colleagues and peersin the
future too.

Thus the charm of the American dream stands tall and true. All one has to do is to startthe process of
preparing for the admission at least a yearin advance. After all, career decisions are not to be made in naste.
The more therough the preparation, the better the results and the more fulfilling the career.

K. P. Singh
(Director-IMFS)
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